bes = tye <> 


Weekly Magazine. 





— —— 
—— 





No. 30. | 


Saturday, August 25th, 





————— 


1798. [Vot. It. 








= (sa 
$$ 


ORIGINAL ESSAYS, &e. 


For the Weekly Magazine. 
' FROM THE-DESK OF BERI HESDIN. 


= 


«Tfthou haft nothing to pay, why fhould 
he take away thy bed from under 
thee ?” 


4% RU E—Wihiy Thould he ? Phere 
is a myltery in this queftion, which 
thofe, who have been dandled on the 
lap of benevolence, cannot explain. 
Let us then ingmre of one, who 
hath been earneftly converfing with 
the unfeeling creditor. 

“ He hath, my good friends, quar- 
reed with humanity ; turned mercy 
from his door ; and hath not whereon 
to reft his hard’ heart—fave ‘the bed 
he hath taken away from yon poor 
man, whom a flood of unexpected 
misfortunes hath drowned in tears 
and wretchednefs.”’ 


Is it poffible that the couch, of 


the hage-ard play-thing of fortune, can 
give refit to the loweft fervant in the 
family of compaffion?——“ Surely, no.” 

Can the bed of affliction and mi- 
fery, moiftened with the dew of grief 
and the tears of aneuifh, footh the 
gripmg foul of the moft miferiy 
wretch? 

“ Yes. Thefe face-grinders of the 
poor can fweetly flumber cn the 
ftraw they have plucked from urider 
thofe who have fallen among thieves 
and robbers. And if they fhould 
be reftlefs in their fleep—~you can 
trace their troubled dreams to the 

Von. IT}. No, 20% 


lofs of a few odd pence, or rufly 
farthings. ‘They vifit the poor and 
unfortunate—to fpeculate on their 
mifery and grow rich on their fuffer- 
ingse But hark !—-What piteous 
moans, what horrid fhrieks, are thofe 
which trouble the evening air, and 
interrupt the mournful fong of the 
plaintive Philomel ? 

Walk into this iron-erated room, 
ye unfeeling fons of: men, and behold 
the ghaftly form of an unfortunate 
being. Start not back, though his 
eyes are deep funk in their fockets, 
and éach nerve and vein reff; horridly 
protuberant, on bones, which grate 
each other as he movess Examine 
the lifelefs corpfe, which les ona 
little ftraw, im that dark corner. 
Did you ever fee a more affecting 
fpectacle ? Behold, how the little 
haggard infant is trying to gain nou- 
rifhment from tiie putrid paps of its 
mother. Good God? Is it thus thy 
lanibs are thorti? Is fuch the ravage 
of wolves among thy fold ?——Or is 
it the affection of man for man? The 
poor frantic father and hufband is 
{tretching his*trembling limbs over 
their ghaftly bodies ; and the agonies 
of his departing foul ts heard ming- 
ling with the found of the prifoner’s 
chain, and the deep groans of the 
wretched.” 

Thou inquireft for what aggravated 
crime he was condemned, thus to 
drag out a miferable exiftence («A 
fcliow prifoner will tell thee. 
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«‘ La langue Francoife eft de toutes les 
langues celle qui exprime avec le plus 
de netteté, de facilite et de delicatefie, 
tous les objets de la converfation des 
honnetes gens; et par laelle contribue 
dans toute I’ Europe a un des plus 
grands agrémens de la vie.’ 

i VOLTAIRE. 


"THOUGH it is on the polithed 
models of Greece and Rome that the 
tafte fhould be formed, yet thofe who 
defire to blend elegance with learn- 
ing will not content themfelves with 
a knowledge only of claffical litera- 
ture, but make modern languages 
their ftudy. Of thefe none is more 
worthy of cultivation thanthe French, 
whether we confider its utility, or the 
fource of pleafure and delight that it 
fupplies. It is an apothegm recorded 
of the Emperor Charles V. that he 
faid he would fpeak French to his 
friends, which does credit to his tafte, 
as it is exquilitely adapted to con- 
verfation. But though the cadence 
of French pronunciation may be fofter 
to the ear than that of the Englifh, 
it pofleffes not that energy, ftrength, 
and copioufnefs, which are the cha- 
racteriftics of our language. France 
and England can both boaft of wri- 
ters, from whom they refpectively 
derive more glory than from the con- 
quelts of their arms. But the French 
have no epic poet equal to Milton, 
and no dramatic writer able to con- 
teft the palm with the immortal 
Shakfpeare. The Henriade of Vol- 
taire will ever retain admirers; but 
it is incontrovertibly too declamatory, 
and makes but little appeal to the 
pailions. The Paradife Loft of Mil- 
ton, on the contrary, keeps always 
the mind in pleafing captivity, and 
aftonifhes while it delights.) The 
characteriftic quality of Voltaire’s 
poem is elegance—that of Milton’s, 
fublimity. Voltaire difplays the 
mildnefs of Virgil; Milton the ma- 
jelly of Homer. 

In the drama, the French, among 
many other celebrated writers, can 


die — 


boaft of Corneille. But the fing-fong, 
the recitative, of rhyme, reprefents 
badly the human fpeech, which blank 
verfe admirably fuftainss Corneille 
bears the fame relation to Shak{peare 
that a parterre does to a foreft. The 
one exhibits flowers of various hues, 
but the other produces the oak with 
towering dignity and pride. 

The reign of Louis XIV. was the 
Auguftan age of France. It pro- 
duced, among a variety of other great 
men, Racine, Corneille, Moliere, La 
Fontaine, Fenelon, and Boileau, whole 
works will perifh only with their lan- 
guage. The French have excelled 
in every department of literature. In 
the drama, what can be more charm- 
ing than the comedies of Moliere ? 
Was ever pleafantry more exquilite 
than that which characteriles his 
page? To the refined fimplicity of 
Terence he joins the vis comica of 
Plautus. The pleafure that his works 
infpire is never attended with fatiety. 

In epiftolary compofition, Madame 
de Sevigné is, perhaps, unrivalled. 
On every fubjeét the is animated, and 
gives to trifles a grace. _ Her letters 
turn principally ondomeftic incidents ; 
but every line breathes fondnetls, 
fhews the tender mother, the accom- 
plifhed woman, with a difpofition to 
be pleafed, and to impart pleafure to 
others. Her letters are mirrors of 
the breaft, and ker language is the 
language of good converfation. But 
the writers of the prefent century have 
attained renown not lefs illuitrious 
than that of their predecefiors. Vol- 
taire, Thomas, Rouflean, Buffon, 
Raynal, &c. have raifed to themfelves 
monuments more lafting than brafs. 
The elegance and verfatility of Vol- 
taire are confeffed. His hiftorical 
compofitions are numerous, and have 
obtained their praifee There will be 
found, however, in his page, fome- 
times am epigramimatic turn, an am- 
bition of wit, an affetation of con- 
ceit, altogether beneath the dignity 
of the hiftorian. Yet: his relations 
can never be read without delight, 
and poflefs every grace and embel- 
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“ Tt is faid he was once well to 
pafs in this untoward world—had 
enough and to fpaye; enjoyed life 
with a cheerful heart ; a believed 
his garners were fufficiently full for 
his journey to the grave. But ad- 
verfe fortune is never flow in over- 
taking the carelefs pilgrim. His bar- 
rel of meal wafted, like the gourd of 
Jonah, and neceility compelled him to 
draw fupplies from thofe griping 
ufurers, who fatten. on the miferies 
of the poor, and never forfake them 
till all hopes of gain are annihilated, 
and the wretched fupplicant is drag- 
ged by the flurdy bailiff to the man- 
fion of wretchednefs. In the younger 
part of life he kept a ftore in this city, 
and did bulinefs to confiderable ad. 
vantage ; but the continual variation 
of trade involved him in many bad 
fpeculations, and forced him to feek 
that relief in credit, which rarely fails 
to ruin thofe of fmall fortune. His 
calculations proved erroneous, and ill 
luck fo conftantiy attended him, that 
an execution to a large amount foon 
fealed his ruin. He was dragged to 
this place, where his affectionate wife 
followed him, almoft frantic with 
grief. In vain, on bended knees, and 
in the moft pitifully moving manner, 
did fhe fupplicate mercy from the 
iron-hearted creditor. Humanity had 
too long been a ftranger to his beart, 
and the cry of wretchednefs died upon 
his-ear, hike the idle murmur of the 
winds A payment of the lait farthing 
was all that could pacify his anger, 
and the poor prifoner had but tears 
and groans for himfelf. 

“The miferies oftheir fituation and 
anguith of mind were fuch, that his 
wife was delivered of an heir to their 
wretchednefs, foon after his imprifon- 


‘mént. She did not, however, long 


furvive their accumulated misfor- 
tunes; and fince her death, which was 
but yefterday, he has been feized with 
fits of madnefs, tofo violent a degree, 
that the boldeft heart, which has be- 
held him, fhuddered withdread. W hen 
he cones out of them, he utters the 
Moft plaintive moans that ever pierced 


the earof man; fo that you can bet- 
ter bear to be with him in his mad- 
nefs than in his forrow. He will not 
permit the body of his wife to be 
taken from him, nor the little dying 
infant; but mourns over them, and 
wrings his hands in the bittereft an- 
guifh, interrupting his fighs and tears 
with the name of his dear wife and 
haplefs infant.” 

Thou haft told us fufficient to cre- 
ate indignation and pity in a heart 
harder than adamant. If there is 
one who reads the fufferings of this 
woe-worn prifoner without watering 
his forrows with a tear, let him turn 
his eye from the Defk of Beri Hef- 
din, for he will find nothing therein 
worth his perufal. 

Behold the group of fanctimonious 
wretches, who, with flow and folemn 
pace, travel the ftreets and corners of 
the city! See them at each moulder- 
ing manfion, cafting up their watery 
eyes, as if ejaculating prayers of com- 
paifion for their miferable inhabi- 
tants! and if thou wert bred in the 
vale of fimple life, and art a ftranger 
to the moft blafphemous deception, 
thy feeling heart, if fuch thou haft, 
mutt fwell with benevolence towards 
them. Follow them home to their 
clofets, and unfold the mufty papers 
which are thrice fecured in their iron 
chefts. 

“© Are they not accounts of charity, 
which their modefty withholds from 
the prying eye of public admiration? 
— Lifts of bounty to the emaciated 
prifoner and helplefs ftranger ‘—Me- 
morandums of good things beftowed 
on weeping widows and fatherlefs 
children ?” : 

Would to God, they fell not thort 
of deeds of honesty ! They are bonds, 
drawn with the blood of the maimed 
foldier and pining captive; leafes of 
fhattered tenements, whofe rents are 
yearly more than their prime coft; 
mortgages of the widow’s dower, 
ealed by the preflure of grinding 
want; and the laft gifts of dying 
fathers to their (now) begging chil- 
dren. BERI HESDIN. 
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WELBECK did not return tho’ 
hour fucceeded hour till the clock 
ftruck ten. I inquired of the fer- 
vants, who informed me that their 
matter was not accuftomed to ftay 
out fo late. I feated myfelf at a ta- 
ble, in the parlour, on which there 
ftood a light, and liftened for the 
fignal of his coming, either by the 
fourid of fteps on the pavement with- 
out, or by a peal from the bell. The 
filence was uninterrupted and pro- 
found, and each minute added to my 
fum of impatience and anxiety. 

To relieve myfelf from the heat 
of the.weather, which was aggra- 
vated by the condition of my thoughts, 
as well as to beguile this tormenting 
interval, it occured to me to betake 
myfelf to the bath. I left the candle 
where it ftood, and imagined that 
even in the bath, I -fhould hear the 
found of the bell which would be rung 
upon his arrival at the door. 

No fuch fignal occurred, and, af- 
ter taking this refrefhment, I prepar- 
ed to return to my poft. ‘The par- 
lour was ftill unoccupied, but this 
was not all: The candle I had left 
upon the table was gone. This was 
an inexplicable circumitance. On my 
promife to wait for their mafter, the 
fervants had retired to bed. No 
fignal of any one’s entrance had been 
given. The ftreet door was locked 
and the key hung at its cullomary 
place, upon the wall. What was I 
to think? It was obvious to fuppofe 
that the candle had been removed by 
a domeftic ; but their footfteps could 
not be traced, andI was not fuffici- 
ently acquainted with the houfe to 
find the way, efpecially immerfed in 
darknefs, to their chamber. One 
meafure, however, it was evidently 
proper to take, which was to fupply 
mylelf, anew, with a light. This 
was inflantly pe Hformed ;, but what 
was next to be done ? 
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I was weary of the perplexities in 
which I was embroiled. I faw no 


avenue to efcape from them but that 
which led me tothe bofom of na- 


ture and to my ancient eccupationse 


For a moment I was tempted to re- 
fume my ruftic garb, and, on that 
very hour, to defert this habitation. 
One thing only detained me ; the de- 
fire to apprize my patron of the 
treachery of Thetford. For this end 
I was anxious to obtain an interview ; 
but now I refiegted that this infor- 
mation, could, by other means be 
imparted. Was it not fufficient to 
write him briefly thefe particulars, 
and leave him to profit by the know- 
ledge ? Thus, I might, likewife, ac- 
quaint him with my motives for thus 
abruptly and unfeafonably defertine 
his fervice. 

To the execution of this fcheme 
pen and paper were neceflary. The 
bufinefs of writing was performed in 
the chamber on the third ftory. I had 
been hitherto denied accefs to this 


room: In it was a fhow of papers 


and books. Here it was that the 
tak, tor which I had been retained, 
was to be performed; but I was to 
enter it and\leave it only in company 
with Welbcyk. For what reafons, 
I afked, was‘ this procedure to be 
na “ite 

The influence of, prohibitions and 
an appearance of difkuife in awaken- 
ing cutolity, are we known. My 
mind faftened upon the idea of this 
room with an unufuat degree of in- 
tenfenefs. I had feen it but for a 
moment. Many of Welbeck’s hours 
were {pent in it. It was not to be 
inferred that they were confumed in 
idlenefs : Whax then was the nature 
of his employment over which a veil 
of fuch impenetrable fecrecy was 
calft ? 

Will you wonder that the defign 
of entering this recefs was infentibi y 
formed ? Poflibly it was locked, but 
its accef{liblenefs was likewife poffible. 
I meant not the commiflion of any 
crime. My principal purpofe was to 
procure the implements of writing, 

which 
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lifhment of didtion. 
Charlies X11. 
Voltaire was the Quintus Curtius of 
the Swedith monarch. . The eulo- 
giams ot Thomas, but particularly 
that on Sully, exhibit the fire of a 
Demofthenes, and the fkillof a Cicero. 
Of Rouffeau, the eloquent citizen of 
Geneva, one cannot fpeak without 
panegyric. His works are models of 
elegant compolition, His ftyle is 
copious and energetic, fometimes ra- 
pid, and fometimesloity ; rifingalways 
with the fubject, and pee yams 
invariably with a vigour and ani 

tion that preceding writers were fira an- 
gersto. Roufleau, by the amplite nde 
of his fentences, and the expanfion of 
his flyle, gave the language which he 
wrote in a force and elevation that 
it knew not before. Buffon is an 
aftonifhing interpreter of nature. 
With what appropriate elegance does 
he treat every fubje&! His picture 
of the firft man, and defcription of 
the deferts of Arabia, are grand be- 
yond competition. His ftyle alfo 
equals the vaftnefs of his conceptions. 


The hiftory of 


It blazes with magnificence, and 
fparkles with illuftration. Raynal 


brings every object before the mind 
DY the magic of his page. What can 
be more animated than his deicrip- 
tion of Suram? and what more finifh- 
ed than that of the Balliadiéres, or 
dancing giris? Nor fhould Barthelemy 
be Hs ag the, Neftor of French 
literature. His Travels of Anachar- 
fis the younger want only to be read 
to be admired. 

Of contemporary writers it belongs 
not to me to fpeak. Yet who, in 
difcuffing the charms of French lite- 
rature, can pafs over in filence Mar- 
inontel and Saint-Pierre? 

Though the French language maj 
not fuftain the dignity of the epic, 
yet in the lighter kinds of poefy, 
which have fuavity and elegance to 
recommend them, it is feldom ex- 
ceeded. As an example of 
would quote the following little fong 
of an unknown writer: 
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is an admirabie work. - 
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La charmante Bergere, 
Ecoutant fes diicours, 
D’une main menageére 
Alloit filant toujours ; 
Et doucement atteinte 
D’une fi tendre plainte, 
Fit tomber par trois fois 
Le fufeau de fes doigts. 
Imitated. 
The Shepherdets fo young and fair, 
To Strephon’s ftory lent her ear, 
While, with a taper hand, fhe ply’d 
The thrifty fpindie at her fide. 
Soon, by the fond rey peated vow, 
The lais was mov’d, fhe knew not how; 
By Pity’s fympatheiic fpell, 
‘Lhrice from her hand the {pindle fell. 

That our language, however, 1s 
richer than the French, there can be 
produced convictions The French, 
in their verfions of the ancients, have 
been compelled to turn poetry into 
profe, while the Englifh have pre- 
ferved the harmony of their originals, 
and rendered them alias et idem. 
Nothing can better exemplify the 
poverty of the one, and the affluence 
of the other language. Rofcommon 
ufed no hyperbole, when he obferved 
that. 

The Englifh bullion of one Sterling line, 
Drawn to i rench wire, wouldthro’ whole 
pages fhine. 

The French language, however, 
fucceeds better in exclamation than 
the Englith, and is far more precife. 
The profe of our beft writers is often 
uachaftifed, and not unfrequently ob- 
fcure. That of the French preferves 
generally an equal tenor, is exac. 
without conftraint, and copious, with- 
out verbofity. 

In {cience and philofophy, England 
is fuperior to France, which the 
French themfelves are ready to ac- 
knowledge. Newton exploded the 
hypothefis of Des Cartes; and Locke 
has remained without a competitor. 

ut both languages have their re- 
{pective excellencies. France boafts 
of the univerfality of her language ; 
yet it might be afked, whether the 
growing empire of America will not 
give equal influence to the Englith, 
and make it more permanent? De 
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could be caught by my moft vigilant 
attention. 1 put out the light that I 
carried, and was then able to perceive 
that there was light within the room. 
I fearcely knew how to a&. For 
fome minutes I paufed at the door. I 
poke, and requefted permiifion to 
enter. My words were fucceeded by 
a death-like ftillnefs. At length I 
ventured foftly to withdraw the bolt; 
to open, and to advance within the 
room. Nothing could exceed the 
horror of my expectation; yet I 
was ftartled by the fcene that I 
beheld. 

In a chair, whofe back was placed 
again{t the front wall, fat Welbeck. 
My entrance alarmed him not, nor 
roufed him from the ftupor into which 
he was plunged. He refted his hands 
upon his knees, and his eyes were 
rivetted to fomething that lay, at the 
diftance of a few feet before him, on 
the floor. A fecond glance was fufli- 
cient to inform me of what nature 
this obje&t was. It was the body of 
a man, bleeding, ghaftly, and ftill ex- 
hibiting the marks of convulfion and 
agony ! 

I thall omit to defcribe the fhock 
which a fpeGtacle like this communi- 
cated to my unpractifed fenfes. I 
was nearly as panic-ftruck and power- 
leis as Welbeck himfelf. I gazed, 
without power of {peech, at one time, 
at Welbeck: Then 1 fixed terri- 
fied eyes on the diftorted features of 
the dead. At length, Welbeck, re- 
covering from his reverie, looked up, 
as if to fee who it was that had en- 
tered. No furprife, no alarm, was 
betrayed by him on feeing me. He 
manifefted no defire or intention to 
interrupt the fearful filence. 

My thoughts wandered in confu- 
fion and terror. The firft impulfe 
was to fly fromthe fcene; but I could 
not be long infenlible to the exigen- 
cies of the moment. I faw that af- 
fairs muft not be fuffered to remain 
in their prefent fituation. The in- 
fenfibility or defpair of Welbeck 
required confolation and fuccour. 
How to communicate my thoughts, 
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. offer my affiftance, I knew not. 
What led to this murderous cataftro- 
phe; who it was whofe breathlefs 
corpfe was before me; what concern 
Welbeck had in producing his death; 
were as yet unknown. 

At length he rofe from his feat, 
and {trode at firft with faltering, and 
then with more fleadfaft fteps, acrofs 
the floor. This motion feemed to 
put him in poffeffion of himfelf. He 
feemed now, for the firft time, to re- 
cognize my prefence. He turned to 
me and faid, in a tone of feverity : 

“How now! What brings you 
here ?” 

This rebuke was unexpefted. I 
{tammered out in reply, that the re- 
port of the piftol had alarmed me, 
and that I came to difcover the caufe 
of it. 

He noticed not my anfwer, but re- 
fumed his perturbed fteps, and his 
anxious, but abftracted looks. Sud- 
denly he checked himfelf, and glanc- 
ing a furious eye at the corfe, he 
muttered, “ Yes, the die is caft. This 
worthlefs and miferable fcene fhall 
laftno longer. I will at once get rid 
of life and all its humiliations.” 

Here fucceeded a new paufe. The 
courfe of his thoughts feemed now to 
become once more tranquil. Sadnefs, 
rather than fury, overfpread his 
features; and his accent, when he 
fpoke to me, was not faltering, but 
folemn. 

“ Mervyn,” faid he, “ you com- 
prehend not this fcene. Your youth 
and inexperience make you a flranger 
to a deceitful and flagitious world. 
You know me not. It is time that 
this ignorance fhould vanifhe The 
knowledge of me and of my actions 
may be of ufe to you. It may teach 
you to avoid the fhoals on which my 
virtue and my peace have been wreck 
ed ; but to the reft of mankind it can 
be of no ufes The ruin of my ame 
is, perhaps, irretrievable; but the 
height of my iniquity need no tbe 
known. I perceive in you a rectitude 
and firmnefs worthy to be trufted ; 
promife me, therefore, that not a 
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which were elfewhere not to be found. 
1 thould neither unfeal papers nor open 
drawerse I would merely take a fur- 
vey of the volumes and attend to the 
objects that fpontaneoufly prefented 
themfelves to my view. In this there 
furely was nothing criminal or blame- 
worthy. Meanwhile I was not un- 
mindful of the fudden difappearance 
of the candle. .This incident filled 
my bofom with the inquietudes of 
fear and the perturbations of wonder. 
Once more I paufed to catch any 
found that might arife from without. 
All was itil. I feized the candle and 
prepared to mount the ftairs. I had 
not reached the firft landing when I 
called to mind my midnight meeting 
with Welbeck at the door of his 
daughter’s chamber. The chamber 
was now defolate: perhaps it was ac- 
ceflible : if fo no injury was done by 
entering it. My curiolity was ftrong, 
but it pictured to itfelf no precife ob- 
je. ‘Three fteps would bear me to 
the door. The trial, whether it was 
fahtened, might be made in a moment ; 
and I readily imagined that fomething 
might be found within to reward the 
trouble of examination. The door 
yielded.to my hand and I entered. 
No remarkable obje& was difco- 
verable. The apartment was fupplied 
with the ufual furnituree I bent my 
fteps towards a table over which a 
mirror was fulpended. ~My glances 
which roved with fwiftnefs from one 
objeé to another, fhortly lighted on 
a miniature portrait thatshung near. 
I fcrutinized it with eagernefs. It 
was impoilible to overlook its refem- 
blance to iny own vifage. This was 
fo great that, for a moment, I ima- 
gined myfelf to have been the origi- 
nal from which it had been drawn. 
This flattering conception yielded 
place to a belief merely of fimilitude 


between me and the genuine original. 


The thoughts which this opinién 
was fitted to produce were fufpended 
by a new objet. A {mall volume; 
that had, apparently, been much ufed, 
Jay upon the toilet. I opened it, and 
found it to contain fome of the Dra- 


mas of ApoftoloZeno. I turned over 
the leaves: a written paper faluted 
my fight. A fingle glance informed 
me that it was Englifh. For the pre- 
fent I was infenfible to all motives 
that would command me to forbear. 
I feized the paper with an intention 
to perufe it. 

At that moment a flunning report 
was heard. It was loud enough to 
fhake the walls of the apartment, and 
abrupt enough to throw me into tre- 
mourse. I dropped the book and 
yielde?“T6¥ “a-moment to confufion 
and furprife. From what quarter it 
came, I was unable accurately to de- 
termine: but there could be no doubt, 
from its loudnefs, that it was near, 
and even in the houfe. It was no 
leis manifeft that the found arofe 
from the difcharge of a piftol. Some 
hand muft have drawn the trigger. I 
recollected the difappearance of the 
candle from the room below. In- 
{tantly a fuppofition darted into my 
mind which made my hair rife and 
my teeth chatter. 

“ This,” I faid, “is the deed of 
Welbeck. He entered while 1 was 
abfent from the room ; he hied to his 
chamber; and, prompted by fome 
unknown inftigation, has infircted on 
himfelf death!” This idea had a 
tendency to palfy my limbs and my 
thoughts. Some time paft in pain- 
ful and tumultuous fluctuation. My 
averfion to this cataftrophe, rather 
than a belief of being, by that means, 
able to prevent or repair the evil, in- 
duced me to attempt to enter his 
chamber. It was poffible that my 
conjectures were erroneous. 

‘The door of his room was locked. 
I knocked: I demanded entrance in 
a low voice: I put my eye and my 
ear to the key-hole and the crevices: 
Mething could be heard or feen. It 
was unavoidable to conclude that no 
one was within; yet the effluvia of 
gun-powder was perceptible. 

Perhaps the room above had been 
the fcene of this cataftrophe. I af- 
cended the fecond flight of ftairs. [ 
approached. the door. No found 

could 
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time, at Charlefton, which was the 
place of his abode. 

“* He introduced me to his family, 
évery member of which was, like 
himfelf, embued with affection and 
benevolencee I was treated like 
their fom and brother. I was hofpi- 
tably entertained until EF fhould be 
able to feleét fome path of lucrative 
induftry. Such was my incurable 
depravity, that I made no hafte to 
fele& nay purfuit. An interval of 
inoccupation fucceeded, which I ap- 
plied to the worlt purpofes. 

“ My friend had a fifter, who was 
married ; but, during the abfence of 
her hufband, refided with her family. 
Hence originated our acquaintance. 
The pureft of human hearts and the 
mott vigorous underftanding were hers. 
She idolized her hufband, who well 
deferved to be the obje& of her ado- 
ration. Her affection for him, and 
her general principles, appeared to be 
confirmed beyond the power to be 
fhaken. [ fought her intercourfe 
Without illicit views: I delighted in 
the effufions of her candour and the 
flathes of her intelligence: I con- 
formed, by a kind of inftinéive 
hypocrify, to her views: I fpoke and 
felt from the influence of immediate 
and momentary conviction. She 
imagined fhe had found in me a friend 
worthy to partake in all her fympa- 
thies, and forward all her wifhes. We 
were mutually deceived. She was 
the vidtim of felf-delufion; but I muft 
charge myfelf with practifing deceit 
both upon myfelf and her. 

“ T reflect with aftonifhment and 
horror-on the fteps which led to her 
degradation and to my calamity. In 
the high career of paffion all confe- 
quences were overlooked. She was 
the dupe of the moft audacious fo- 
phiftry and the grofleft delulion. I 
was the flave of fenfual impulfes and 
voluntary blindnefs. The effe& may 
be eafily conceived. Not till fymp- 
toms of pregnancy began to appear 
were our eyes opened to the ruin 
which impended over us. 

“ Then IJ; j began to revolve the 
confequences, which the miftof paflion 
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“ 
Pall 


had hitherto concealed, I was tor- 
mented by the pangs of remorie, and 
purfued by the phantom of ingrati- 
tude. To complete my defpair, this 
unfortunate lady was apprized of my 
marriage with another woman; a 
circumftance which I had _nxionfly 
concealed from her. She fled from 
her father’s houfe at a time when her 
hufband and brother were hourly ex- 
pected. What became of her I knew 
not. She left behind her a letter to 
her father, in which the melancholy 
truth was told. 

‘‘ Shame and remorfe had no power 
over my life. To elude the ftorm of 
inveGtive and upbraiding; to quiet 
the uproar of my mind, I did not 
betake myfeif to voluntary death. 
My pufillanimity ftill clung to this 
wretched exiftence. I abruptly re- 
tired from the fcene, and, repairing 
to the port, embarked in the firft 
velfel which appeareds The fhip 
chanced to belong to Wilmington, in 
Delaware, and oe J fought. out an 
obfcure and cheap abode. 

“T poffefied no means of fubfiftence. 
I was unknown to my neighbéurs, and 
defired to remain unknown. I was 
unqualified for manual labour by all 
the habits of my life ; but there was 
no choice between penury and dili- 
gence——between hone{t labour and 
criminal inactivity. I mufed incef- 
fantly on the forlornnefs of my con- 
dition. Hour after hour paffed, and 
the horrors of want began to encom- 
pafs me. I fought with eagernefs 
for an avenue by which I might efcape 
from ite. The perverfenefs of my 
nature led me on from one guilty 
thought to another. I took refuge 
in my cuftomary fophiftries, and re- 
conciled myfelf at length to a fcheme 


of—/forgery !” 
{ Zo be continued. } 
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Tothe Editors of ibe Weekly Magazine. 
OBSERV ATIONS ON MUSQUITOES. 





ONE of your correfpondents has 
given us fome ufeful oblervatione or 
mufquitoes,* and what is better ftill, 


* See page 327 of our fecond volume. 
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fyllable of what I tell you thall ever 


-pafs your lips.” 


I had lately experienced the incon- 
venience of a promife; but I was 
now confufed, embarraffed, ardently 
inguifitive as to the nature of this 
fcene, and unapprized of the motives 
that might afterwards occur, per- 
fuading-or compelling me to difclo- 
fure..- The promife which he exacted 
was given. He refumed: 

** | have detained you in my fer- 
vice, partly for your own benefit, but 
chiefly for mine. I intended to in- 
fli& upon you injury, and to do you 
good. Neither of thefe ends can I 
now accomplifh, unlefs the leflons 
which my example may inculcate 
fhall infpire you with fortitude, and 
arm you with caution. 

« What it was that made me thus, 
I know not. I am not deftitute of 
underftanding. My thirft of know- 
ledge, though irregular, is ardent. I 
can talk and can feel as virtue and 
jaftice prefcribe ; yet the tenor of 
my actions has been uniform. One 
tiffue of iniquity and folly has been 
my life; while my thoughts have 
been familiar with enlightened and 
difinterefted principles. Scorn and 
deteftation I have heaped upon my- 
felf. Yefterday is remembered with 
remorfe. To-morrow is contemplated 
with anguith and fear; yet every 
day is productive of the fame crimes 
and of the fame follies. 

“ 1 was left, by the infolvency of 
my father (a trader of Liverpool), 
without any means of fupport, but 
fuch as.labour fhould afford me. 
Whatever could generate pride, and 
the love of independence, was my 
portion. Whatever can incite to 
diligence was the growth of my.con- 
dition ; yet my indolence was a cure- 
lefs difeafe ; and there were no arts 
too fordid for me to practife. 

.“ TI was content to live on the 
bounty of a kinfman. His family 
was numerous, and his revenue fmall. 
He forbore to upbraid me, or even to 
infinuate the propriety of providing 
for mvfelf; but he empowered me to 


purfue any liberal or mechanical pro- 
feffion which might fuit my tafte.- I 
was infenfible to every generous mo- 
tive. I laboured to forget my de- 
pendent and difgraceful condition, 
becaufe the remembrance was a fource 
of anguifh, without being able to 
infpire me with a fteady refolution to 
change it. 7 

“ T contracted an acquaintance with 
a woman who was unchafte, perverfe, 
and malignant. 
found it no difficult tafk to deceive. 
My uncle remonftrated againft the 
union. Iie took infinite pain to 
unveil my error, and! to convince me 
that wedlock was improper ‘for one 
deftitute, as 1 was, of the means of fup- 
port, even if the object of my’choice 
were perfonally unexceptionable. 

“ His reprefentations were liftened 
to with anger. That he thwarted 
my will, in this refpe&t, even by af- 
fectionate expoftulation, canceiled all 
that debt of gratitude which I owed 
to him. Irewarded him for. all his 
kindnefs by invective and difdain, and 
haftened to complete my ill-omened 
marriage. I had deceived the wo- 
man’s father by affertions of poffeff- 
ing fecret refources.. To gratify my 
paftion 1 defcended to diffimulation 
and falfehood. He admitted me into 
his family,. as the hufband of his 
child ; but the character of my wife 
and the fallacy of my affertions were 
quickly difcovered- He denied me 
accommodation under his roof, and 
I was turned forth to the world to 
endure the penalty of my rafhnefs and 
my indolence. 

*¢ 'l'emptation would have moulded 
me into any villainous fhape. My. 
virtuous theories and comprehentive 
erudition would not have faved me 
from the bafeft of crimes. Luckily 
for me, | was, for the prefent, ex- 
empted from temptation. I had 
formed an acquaintance with a voung 
American captain. On being par- 
tially informed of my fituation, he 
invited me to embark with him for 
his own country. My paflage was 
gratuitous. I arrived, in a fhort 

time, 


Me, however, fhe: 
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Some Account of a Fourney from Cawnpore to Agra. 


them, viz. Mr. Crook, at the Mar- 
quefas.” 


—s 
—— 


The influence and operations of 
this fociety are widely extended in 
England and Scotland, and are now 
{preadinz through the United States 
of America. A very interefting pub- 
lication, called the Miflionary Ma- 
gazine is printed monthly at Edin- 
burgh, and propofals fora fimilar work 
have been lately iffued in this city. 

PHILADELPHUS. 
August 21, 1798. 
—E— 


SOME ACCOUNT* OF A LATE $OURNET 
FROM CAWNPORE TO AGRAs 


ON the fifth of January 1796, we left 
Cawnpore, and encamped that mor- 
ning at Choubapore, a confiderable 
village, eight cofs diftant from thence. 
Eight cofsor fixteen Englith miles per 
day, is the common rate of travelling 
in India. Next day, we proceeded 
through Tuttia, a large and populous 
town, and halted at Tieriva, about 
two cols beyond it, a town equally 
confiderable. It being market-day, 
we took a ftroll into the bazar (mar- 
ket-place), and there faw a great 
quantity of wares and merchandifes, 
expofed for fale in fhops, and on ftalls, 
and chiefly confifting of cotton, piece- 
goods, toys, and fweetmeats. The 
market was alfo well ftocked with 
cattle.- Scarcely had we made our 
appearance in the place, when all 
eyes were turned towards the ferin- 


* This “* Account” was lately com- 
municated to the Editor of the Miffiionary 
Magazine by a Director of the London 
Miffionary Society. The journey was 
undertaken merely for commercial pur- 
pofes and without any idea of the jour- 
nal’s being printed. The letter which 
inclofed it mentions that Cawnpore, in 
the province of Oude, from which place 
it began, is the Eaft India Company’s 
northernmott military ftation on the Gan- 
ges, fituated in about 26. 30. north lati- 
tude, and 80. 4o. eaft longitude; and 
that Agra, the capital of a large king- 
dom or province inthe Mogul dominions, 
lies in 26. 2g. latitude, and 79. 12. eaft 
longitude. EDITORS. 
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gees, (foreigners), and as we walked 
on, a multitude of both fexes crowded 
behind use A couple of ourang- 
outangs parading Cheapfide in its 
utmoft buftle, would not have at- 
tracted more notice than we did at 
the bazar of Tieriva. One of our 
admirers having a neat portable ftick 
under his fhoulder, Mr. S. my fellow- 
traveller, who was next to him, 
whipt it out of his poffeffion, and 
brandifhing it as if he would make a 
cut at the crowd, cleared the way on 
all fides. This excited a mixture of 
fear and refentment in the proprietor 
of the ftick; but, after hefitating a 
little, he came up and half demanded 
it back. Mr. S. with great sang froiel, 
made him no anfwer and walked 
aways We had now made the tour 
of the bazar, and were on our return, 
when the difarmed hero, accompanied 
by a fcore of ftout fellows with their 
Treiwaais, laid hold of the ftaff; but 
Mr. S. with a dexterous jerk, twifted 
it from him, and left him more afton- 
ifhed than before. The difpute would 
now have become more ferious, but 
for the fudden appearance of our 
fepoys, who, hearing of the circum- 
ftance, had come to attend us. Upon 
f{eeing them, the man and his affoci- 
ates made light of the bufiriefs, and 
faid, in their language, ** That if 
mafter chofe to keep the ftick, he 
might do it; every thing was maf- 
ter’s.” Mr. S. as he had uniformly 
purpofed, then reftered the man’s pro- 
perty; telling him at the fame time, 
that he was very foolifh in contending 
with a feringeee Upon this they 
left us without any apparent difcon- 
tent, and afterwards, in the courfe 
of the day, a great number of f{pecta- 
tors fucceflively furrounded our tent. 
This little anecdote will convey to 
you fome idea of the character of the 
natives in this part of the country, 
and of the predominant policy of the 
Europeans in keeping alive upon their 
minds ideas of refpect and fear toward 

themfelves. 
Tuttia and Tieriva, though in the 
dominions of the nabob of Oude, are 
each 
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has told us how to get rid of them. 
But, as it is rather difficult to pro- 
cure tortoifes as mufquitoe-catchers, 
I have thought of fome other expe- 
dients. 

Athes, thrown into the rain-water- 
cafk, will do fomething in deftroying 
them, but is not effectual. I have 
tried another mode, which I think 
must anfwer. I drew off the water 
from my_cafk into tubs, on the top 
of which was placed a piece of coarle 
linen, fo that the water only could 
pafs through. The cafk was then 
thoroughly cleanfed, and the ftrained 
water returned into it. By this means 
the myriads of animalcules were dri- 
ven from their neft of ftagnating 
water and left to perifh on the pave- 
ment. Were this fimple, eafy procefs 
often repeated, I believe we fhould 
have few mufquitoes, for whilft almoft 
every houfe has its rain-water cafk, 
T do not fee what other mode there 
is of getting rid of this troublefome, 
tormenting infe&. 

Before ufing the above method, I 
endeavoured to deftroy them by catch- 
ing large numbers in a fine fieve.—. 
This led me more narrowly to obferve 
their changes. Firft of all I found a 


very fmall worm: the head becomes 


gr adually large and ‘quite difpropor- 
tionate to the > body; till at leneth the 
animal aflumes the exact form and co- 
Jour of a tadpole. I thought I next dif- 
covered a few in the form of a brown 
chryfalis, near the edge of the cafk, 
on the water; and have very often 
feen them there above the furface, in 
the winged form. Indeed the edge 
of the cafk feems their refort when 
very fmall. When larger they dart 
about, as if for fport, in every direc- 
tion, fhootiny downwards if any per- 
fon fuddenly approaches, though I 
obferved that a breeze of wind on 
the water did not appear to difturb 
them. 

Perhaps thefe remarks may waa 
fome of your correfpondents, who are 
better verfed in natural hiftory Man 
mytelf, and who may {mile at my 
unlearned defcription, to give us an 


j 


accurate account of the changes 
which this curious infeé&t undergoes. 
Such an account would be ufeful, as 
it might teach us the method of 
deftroying them at a very early flage. 
I have often wifhed for a familiar 
hiftory of the common fly, the bed- 
bug, and the cock-roach. Befides 
giving us correst information on in- 
fe&ts which we fee every day and 
know fo little of, we might learn how 
to prevent the amazing production 
of thefe troublefome animals; which 
would be much more agreeable, than 
to be obliged to invent methods of 

deftroying them. 
A Lover of Useful Knowledge. 

August 20, 1798. 


a 
For the Weekly Magazine. 
MISSIONARY SOCIETIES. 


A NUMBER of pious and refpect- 
able perfons have, within thefe few 
years, formed themfelves into a fo- 
ciety for propagating the Gofpel 
among{t the heathen nations. It ap- 
pears by their different publications 
that this aflociation confifts of Chrif- 
tians of every religious denomination, 
and that no one fe has any particu- 
lar management of the bufinefs. 

The London fociety have fent a 
large number of miffionaries to Ota- 
heite and the Friendly Ilands, on 
board the fhip Duff, Captain Wilfon, 
who is fo well known from his ac- 
count of the Pelew Iflands. The laff 
papers from England furnifh us with 
the following pleating article :— 


une 4. A letter is received from 
Pe Wilfon addreffed to the 
Treafurerof the Mitlionary Society, 
dated Canton, in China, the fixteenth 
of December laft, informing him, that 
through the peculiar bleffing and pro- 
tection of Divine Providence he had 
been enabled to fettle eighteen mif- 
fionaries on the ifland of Otaheite, 
together with the women and chil- 
dren. Ten of the other miflienaries 
were fettled at Tongataboo, one of 
the Friendly Iflands, and one of 


them 
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of refiftance. I obferved alfo to S. 
that the man’s countenance indicated 
no bad intention, and we had better 
goup. Accordingly, we went into 
the rajah’s fort, (which by the by 
fcarcely deferves that name, it is fo 
fmall), and entering the inner apart- 
ment, the door was fhut, and feats 
were handed us. We fhould have 
looked a little ftrange now, if the 
rajah had faid, “ Well, gentlemen, 
you are in my power, give me your 
oath, that you'll fend me 20,000 
rupees, otherwife off go your heads.” 
But the rajah had no fuch idea in his 
mind, for we had not been a minute 
in his houfe, when he caufed rofe- 
water to be thrown upon us, and 
brought cocoa-nuts and fweetmeats 
for us to eat; and after fome conver- 
fation about Europe, the news of 
which he was greatly curious to know, 
we took our leave, but not before he 
had given each of us a bottle of very 
fine rofe-water, and obtained a pro- 
mife of our vifiting him again on our 
return. 

Our journey on the 12th was at- 
tended with nothing remarkable, and 
the next morning we got to Burwanea. 
It is a pretty large village, and is one 
of the poffeflions of Diaram, «an opu- 
lent and powerful Mahratta chief, 
from whom the writer has a leafe of 
it. The Bungalow is built on the fite 
of an old fort, which has {till four 
baftions in very good repair, and a 
ditch all round it. ‘The country is 
in the higheft ftate of cultivation; 
indigo and grain covering the land 
as far as the eye can reach. 

We ftaid four days at Burwana, 
and had excellent diverfion in hunting 
and fhooting ; for the country abounds 
with game of all kinds, deer, hares, 
and wolves, partridge, fhipe, wild- 
duck, peacocks, peahens, and pige- 
ons; and thofe who incline not to the 
fport, may gratify their tafte at an 
ealy rate, for deer can be bought for 
about four pence each. There is, 
moreover, plenty of excellent fifh to 
be had from the Jumna, at twenty-two 
cofs diftance, particularly the rocy. 


This fith is the largeft and fineft food 
of any caught in that river; and 
which has one remarkable peculiarity 
attending it, with which the reader 
may not be acquainted. If a broad 
fword, though as fharp asa razor, be 
{truck perpendicularly on the back of 
this fifh, it makes no impreflion what- 
ever, and fometimes breaks the fword 
in two, if the blow be dene with 
great force; but the fkin is eafily cut 
by drawing the {word quickly acrofs 
the fifh. 

Many thoufand rupees have been 
won and loft, in bets on the rocy; 
for thofe who never have feen the 
experiment tried, imagine it would 
be as eafily cut in two at a blow, as 
any other fifh of the fame fize. 

One morning, while we were at 
Burwana, a quantity of ice was 
brought us from a_ neighbouring 
pond, about a quarter of an inch 
thick. This was the firlt natural 
ice I had ever feen in India, though 
I have frequently feen bail-stones of 
an enormous fize, after a heavy thun- 
der-{torm. 

[ 70 be continued. ] 


———={£ De 
SALT-PETRE WORKS AT MADRID. 


— 
—— 


[We had the pleafure, a few wecks fince, 
of prefenting our readers witha valu- 
able original paper “(On Nitre and 
the beft means of manufacturiny it in 
the United States.*”’ The remarks with 
which our very ingenious correfpon- 
dent introduced his fubje&, and the 
ferious light in which it is now fo 
generally regarded, manifeit its im- 
portance and induce us to infert an 
account of the Salt-Petre Works at 
Madrid, from “ Townfend’s Journey 
through Spain.”’] 


“ | THEN proceeded to the falt- 
petre works, where at every ftep ] 
was confounded, and at a lofs which 
to admire moft, the wifdom of the 
Creator, and the fecret paths in which 
he is conftantly proceeding, or the 
folly of the minifter, who eftablifhed 
this manufacture at Madrid. 


* See Vol. II. pages 329 and 374. 
“ The 
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each governed by an independent 


rajah, who refides in his refpective 
fort. Both thefe rajahs are brothers, 
but have no intercourfe with each 
other, either in public or in private. 
The revenues of each, I am told, 
amount to about two lacks per annum, 
twenty-five thoufand pounds Sterling. 

Nothing occurred worth notice on 

the 7th, except the general face of 
the country, wh ich, all the way from 
Tiertva, “ exhibits nature in her rich- 
eft drefs.” It may be truly faid that 
“ Here laughs the land with various 
plenty crowned ;” and indeed i never 
in my life faw and in fuch a high 
{tate of cultivation; and this is the 
cafe, more or lefs, all over thefe ex- 
tenfive provinces. 

On the 8th, arrived at Chubramow. 
As we approached the garden where 
we intended to encamp, the voice of 
melody affailed our ears. We dif- 
mounted, made fah our horfes, and 
ftole foftly through the bufhes, to the 
quarter from whence the fong ifued, 
when fuddenly a Hindoo temple ap- 
peared in view, and, lo! a Bramin 
was performing his devotions, before 
(how lamentable to relate!) an em- 
blem of voluptuoufnefs. He feemed 
infenfible to our approach, and I was 
about to afk mvfelf, Whether a man, 
by abandoning the use of reason in 
religion, does not lie open to embrace 
every absurdity? when we caught 
the Bramin’s eye, and he ftarted; 
made his falaam, requefted we would 
not enter the threfhold, and then 
proceeded with his fong of praife. 
The temple is an oftagon, beautifully 


painted within, and the priapus of 


white marble. 

Chubramow has formerly been a 
large town, but it is now dwindled to 
a miferable village. The next day 
we came to Mainpurry, a very popu- 
lous Laer and a great mart for cot- 
ton, a 
which, at leaft, we met coming out 
of the town, and found as many more 
within it, in different quarters, lying 
for fale. There are feveral Hindoo 
and Mahometan temples in this town; 


wundred waggon loads of 





and a large brick fort in good repair, 
where the rajah of the place refides, 
Shortly after the traveller quits Main- 
purry, he gets out, of the nabob’s 
territories into the country of the 
Mahrattas; and as the borders of both 
countries are infefted with merwaites, 
or highwaymen, we deemed it prudent 
to keep our fepoys, baggage, and 
fervants all together, and travel along 
with them. This we did on the gth; 
but meeting with no moleftation, and 
it being a tedious mode of travelling, 
we at the clofe of the day reverted 
to our former plan, and fent on our 
tent and baggage during the night. 
Our road on the roth lay through a 
bufhy country, and we were eve 
moment furprifed with flecks of deer 
bounding into view, whofe celerity 
fet our horfes’ utmoft fpeed at defi- 
ance, and they were out of fight in 
a moment. 

Next day proceeding in our palan- 
quins through the village of Affyne, 
we were ftopped at the end of the 
village by a fepoy, who faid his maf- 
ter wanted to fpeak with us; and 
prefently after, a good-looking well- 
dreffed man, with a finall retinue, 
made his falaam, and requefted we 
would do him the favour to enter his 
fort, and take fome refrefhment. It 
happened that we had juft been re- 
counting to each other, the night 
before, fome ftories we had heard, of 
Europeans having gone into thefe 
forts, who never found their way out 
again: this requeft, therefore, ftruck 
us with a kind of fufpicion, and S. 
who {poke the language, very politely 
thanked the rajah, and faid, that it 
was getting hot, and we had a jong 
way to go; he muft therefore excufe 
our going upe The rajah, however, 
prefled us, and faid it was a long 
time fince he had the pleafure of fee- 
ing a feringee, ** Come, and ftay but 
jult long enough to take a refrefh- 
ment,” added he. We looked at 
cuch other. What was to be done? 
All our people were five miles a-head 
of us; and had the rajah been dif- 
pofed to compullion, we had no means 
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comptroller both affured me, that the 
falt-petre did not ftand the king in 
more than two hundred reals a quin- 
tal, and that he fold it for five hun- 
dred, getting a clear profit of three 
hundred reals by every quintal which 
he made. They ought to know; but 
I fufpe& that in, their calculation 
there is fome miftake. 

Not fatisfied with this account of 
gains bya royal manufadiure, and in 
fuch a fituation, I went once more to 
examine fome inferior officers, both 
in the upper and the lower works, at 
the two gates, S. Barbara and Ato- 
cha. I found fome in each, who 
were fufliciently communicative ; and 
this was the refult of my inquires : 
at the upper works, fince the war, 
they have employed one hundred men 
in winter, and more than three hun- 
dred in the fummer; they have four 
furnaces, and have made, upon the 
average, about four thoufand arrobas 


of refined falt-petre in the feafon. At . 


the lower works, they employ com- 
monly in the winter three hundred 
men, and in the fummer above one 
thoufand, but occafionally they have 
had twice thefe numbers. With this 
ftrength, and with twenty-five fur- 
naces commonly at work, they have 
refined thirty thoufand arrobas of falt- 
petre; and they guefs the fea falt at 
ten thoufand arrobas. To heat their 
furnaces they ufe vine branches, for 
which they give one real per arroba, 
er two pence half-penny for twenty- 
three pounds and one quarter. 

“ Thefe are the facts: let us ftop 
ene moment to examine them; at 
prefent, not as philofophers and che- 
mifts, but as merchants and ‘politi- 
cians. If we allow the quintal of 
four arrobas to be equal to ninety- 
three pounds Englifh, which is what 
the merchants reckon it, and the real 
to be worth two pence half-penny, 
we mult conclude that the king of 
Spain makes his falt-petre for five 
pence farthing, and it is clear that 
he fells it for thirteen pence farthing 
per pound: but if, at the upper 
works, we allow one hundred men 
in winter, and three hundred in the 


fummer, or two hundred on the 
average, at fifteen pounds per an- 
num each, and fay that they refine 
one thoufand quintals of falt-petre, 
we fhall find that the labour alone 
comes to feven pence three farthings 
a pound, without allowing any thing 
for wear and tear of utenfils, for fala- 
ries, and above all for fuelk When 
a man confiders, that not only in the 
firft, but in every fubfequemt opera- 
tion for refining the nitre, fix pounds 
of water muft be evaporated for one 
pound of the falt produced, and that 
twenty-three pounds and one quarter 
of fuch weak fuel as vine branches 
ftands in two pence half-penny, al- 
though without the affiftance of Mr. 
Watt he may not be able by calcu- 
lation precifely to point out the quan- 
tity of fuel, fuppofing the evapora- 
tion to be conducted upon the moft 
approved principles, yet every man 
may fee that the expenfe muft be 
enormous. ‘Taking all thefe things 
into confideration, I am inclined to 
think, that the king of Spain does 
not make his nitre for twenty pence 
per pound. As for the fea falt, I 
have not taken that into the account, 
becaufe in Spain it has little value, 
except that which it has acquired by 
carriage; and indeed with us in En- 
gland, as in France, the principal 
part of its price arifes from the duty 
which is impofed upon it. The king 
of Spain fells his nitre at thirteen 
pence half-penny per pound; and if 
it cofts him twenty pence, he gets 
nothing by the bargain. But fup- 
poling he might make a profit by the 
fale; yet, if he fells it to himfelf, I 
know not where he is to look for 
gain; and if he compels his fubjeéts 
to be purchafers, he is guilty of op- 
preflion; he lays {nares to catch the 
merchants, and he gives encourage- 
ment to fmugeglers. 

The Eaft-India Company, when it 
is refined, fell falt-petre in the En- 
glifh market for 21. 4s. 6d, the cwt. 
which deduGine feven fhillings and 
three pence, the drawback on expor- 
tation, is a fmall fraGtion- under four 
pence a pound, and the company 
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‘¢ The perion from whom I took my 
information was a Frenchman, who 
found employment here becaufe of his 
fkiil, acquired in other works of a 
nature fimilar to thefe. 

“ JT obferved a large inclofure, with 
a number of mounts of about twenty 
feet high, at regular diftances from 


each other. Thefe he told me had 


been collected from the rubbilh of 
the city, and the fcrapings of the 
hizhwayse I examined them with a 
minute attention, and found nothing 
remarkable, but fmall fragments of 
gypfum in great abundance; they 
had remained all the winter piled up 
in the manner in which | found them. 
At this time men were employed in 
wheeling them away, and fpreading 
abroad the earth to the thicknefs of 
about one foot, whilft others were 
turning what had been previoufly ex- 
pofed to the influence of the fun and 
air. He told me, that the preceding 
fummers thefe heaps had been wath- 
ed, and that being thus expofed, they 
would yield the fame quantity of falt 
again, and that, as far as he could 
judge, the produce would never fail ; 
but that, after having been wafhed, no 
falt-petre could be obtained without 
a fubfequent expofure. He thought 
Madrid, on all accounts, improper 
for fuch a manufacture; and faid, 
that from his own obfervations, he 
was inclined to think they could not 
make falt-petre for eight reals, that 
is, nearly twenty pence a pound. 

‘¢ My.curiofity was excited to the 
higheft degree by this account, which 
feemed to offer violence to the moft 
eftablifhed principles of chymiftry, I 
determined therefore to lofe no op- 
portunity of paying attention to this 
bufinefs, and with that view, pro- 
cured an introdution to the gentle- 
men who had the direction and con- 
trol of it. With them I examined 
a much more extenlive work at the 
gate Atocha, near the general hof- 
pital. They informed me, that the 
number of men employed was com- 
monty about fifteen hundred, but for 
fome fhort intervals, near four thou- 


fand; this latter number agrees well 
enough with the Abbé Cavanilles, 
who ftates them at four thoufand. 
According to their account, they have 
had this manufacture only a few years, 
and have now collectedearth fufficient 
to laft for ever. Some of this earth 
they can lixiviate once a year, fome 
they have wafhed twenty times in the 
laft feven years, and fome they have 
fubjeGted to this operation fifteen 
times in one year, judging always by 
their eye, when they may wafh it to 
advantage, and by their tafte if it 
has yielded a lixivium of a proger 
flrength. When it is too weak, they 
pafs it over frefh earth till it is ftrong © 
enough for boiling. Moft of the earth 
they ufe is common earth, and they 
are of opinion that-~all the earth in 
the vicinity of Madrid contains fome 
nitree When the earth has been a 
proper time expofed, they put it isito 
large earthen pans, ranged in a row, 
of the fame form with thofe ufed by 
{ugar-bakers to refine their fugars, 
being a cone inverted, with the apex 
truncated ; at the bottom they put a 
bit of efparto matting covered with 
ashes, to prevent the earth from fal- 
ling through; on this they keep pour- 
ing water as faft as it filtres, till it 
will yield no more lixivium. As it 
filtres it falls into a drain, which con- 
ducts it to aciftern; from hence it is 
pumped up into the furnaces, which 
are abfurdly deep, and by a fierce fire is 
evaporated fufficiently for the falt to 
cryftallizee The falt thus obtained 
is a mixture of nitre and fea fale. To 
feparate thefe, they ufe the common 
procefs. It is well known that muria, 
or fea falt,is foluble in three times its 
weight of water, either hot or cold; 
but nitre requires only one-{fixth of its 
weight, if the water is boiling, where- 
as, if it is cold, the water muft be 
fix times the weight of nitre, to dif- 
folve it perfe&tly. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that on cooling, the nitre will 
be the firft to cryftallize; this .how- 
ever requires repeated operations be- 
fore the nitre is thoroughly refined, 
and fit for market. The director and 
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Description of Charlestown. 


ing that the poifon of an Englith 
viper is confidered in that country 
the moft fubtile in ‘nature, determined 
me to try its antidotal power in the 
bite of the rattle-fnake, the firft op- 
portunity which fhould offer, on my 
retirement from Charlefton to the 
back country, now Pendleton county. 
I was alfo particularly impelled to 
make the trial, from a confideration 
of the newnefs and wildnefs of the 
country, and the number of my fa- 
mily, befide which there were hardly 
a dozen more in the country.. This 
was in the year 1786. 

In about a month after my arrival, 
a perfon in full {peed came. to my 
camp, and moft urgently begged to 
know if I could affift a man who had 
jut been bitten by a very large rat- 
tle-fnake. Although I lamented the 
misfortune, | rejoiced at the oppor- 
tunity it offered to afcertain fully the 
property of olive oil, as an antidote 
to this deadly poifon; accordingly, 
T put a phial of oil in my pocket, and 
mounted the meflenger’s horfe. 

“When IJ arrived at the unfortunate 
man’s cabin, he itruck me as the moft 
frightful object I had ever beheld. 
His head and face were prodigioufly 
fwelled, the jatter biack ; his tongue 
proportionably enlarged, and out of 
his mouth ; his.eyes. as if hooting 
from their fockets ; ; his fenfes gone, 
and every appearance of immediate 
fuffocation. He had been ftruck on 
the fide of the foot, about the middle, 
in the hollow. 

Immediately, but with great diffi- 
oes I got down two table {poons 

ull of oil. Its effect was almoft in- 
uel and aftonifhingly power- 
ful in countera&ting the poifon, as 
appeared by the ftrong, though quick 
convulfions which followed. In about 
thirty minutes it operated ftrongly, 
both emetically and cathartically ; 
after which the fwelling of the head, 
face, &c. gradually abated, and the 
tongue began to affume its Pace. In 
about two hours he was fo far reco- 
vered, as to be able to articulate; and 
from that time recovered faft. The 
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oil, inwardly taken,. and applied to 
the foot and leg, both excecdingly 
fwelled, did not exceed feven or eight 
fpoons fulle 

The number of cafes of a like na- 
ture, in the courfe of twelve years, 
has been confiderable ; in all which 
olive oil has proved itfelf to be pecu- 
liarly adapted, and fully adequate to 
the worft of cafes, if timely, applied. 
It is aremedy which every perfon may 
command ; may have at hand wher 
others cannot be procured; and ought 
not to be without. Indeed man 
cautious people here carry a fall 
phial of oil conftantly about them. 
It has alfo been ufed with equal 
fuccefs when horfes, cattle, and dogs 
have been bitten. Thus is the mind 
relieved from terror for thofe whofe 
occupations fubje& them to the bite 
of the fnakes, from a well grounded 
confidence in the certain efficacy of 
the oil, and to which every one may 
have inftant recurrence. 

One cafe, I ain informed, has oc- 
curred, where the oi] fucceeded when 
given to a woman bitten by a mad 
dog, under ftrong fymptoms of hydro- 
phobia: but at prefent 1 am not 
fufficiently in poffeffion of particulars 
to warrant its communication. 

I can hardly excufe myfelf. of cri- 
minal negleG, in having fo long 
omitted to make thus public this 
fovereign antidote to the worft of 
animal poifons. The knowledge of the 
efficacy of the olive oil is abundantly 
diffufed in this county, and partially 
in fome of the adjoining countless. 

The infertion of the foregoing par- 
ticulars, in your City and Carolina 
Gazettes, muft make its invaluable 
properties generally known. With 
great efteem, Lam, &c. J. MILLER. 

Pendleton County, Fuly 4, 1798. 


~--— ike 
DESCRIPTION OF CHARLESTOWN.* 
[From the Medical Repofitory. } 


CHARLESTOWN is a maritime 


town, of an irregular form, extend- 
Jedidiah 


* Communicated by the Rev. 
Morfe, D. D. to Mr. Smith 
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i12 Efficacy of Olive Oil'in curing the Bites of Serpents. 


would no doubt be happy te contract 
with Spain for lefs. In Bengal, as 
I am informed by one who was thirty 
years in the trade between China and 
that country, falt-petre, before the 
Eaft-India Company undertook to 
make it on their own account, fold 
for four rupees the bag of one hun- 
dred and fixty pounds, which, at two 
and fix pence the rupee, would be 
exadily three farthings a pound ; but 
in fact the rupee is intrinfically worth 
only one fhilling and ten pence, and 
by the company is reckoned two {hil- 
lings and three pence. 

“‘ The foundation of this difference 
in the price of the produ&ion between 
Bengal and Madrid muft be obvious 
to every one who confiders that the 
evaporation, which is effected in the 
latter by the force of fire, may be 
carried on in the former without ex- 
penfe, by the fun and by the air. 

“ Of all places, Madrid is the moft 
improper for fuch an extenfive manu- 
faclure; where they have long win- 
ters; where provifions, labour, fuel, 
are all at a high price; where the 
court refides; and where they have 
no navigation. If this manufacture 
were eftablifhed in the fouth of Spain, 
near to a navigable river, none of 
thefe obje&tions would have place; 
the fun and air would affift the eva- 
poration, or completely finifh it, as 
we fee daily in their falt works on 
the borders of the Mediterranean ; 
the little fuel which might be need- 
ful would find its way to them; and 
the nitre would be eafily tranfported 
for the fupply of diftant markets : but 
even there it fhould not be adminifter- 
ed on the fovereign’s account ; be- 
caule, with every advantage of fitu- 
ation, the monarch muft be a lofer, 
where the private adventurer would 
contrive to gain. 

EY 
From the Charleston City Gazette. 
Messrs. Freneau and Paine, 


I READ with great pleafure, in 
your paper of che 28th Nov. fome 
** Short Directions for the Cure of the 


Plague,’* (compofed from a fmatt 
pamphlet lately publifhed by Count 
Beréthold, at Vienna), by the ufe of 
sweet olive otl. 

To take off the fharp edge of mis- 
fortune, or to meliorate the condition 
of man, is a godlike employ... Count 
Beréthold will be defervedly claffed, 
by the philanthropift, among the be- 
nefators to mankind. 

In. great cities, particularly in 
London, a number of perfons procure 
their livelihood by catching vipers. 
They are employed by chemitts, 
apothecaries, &c. 

I remember, fome years before 
leaving England, to have read in the 
Philofophical Tranfactions of the 
Royal Society in London, a curious 
circumftance relative to one of thefe 
viper-catchers. 

A member of the Society had re- 
ceived, cafually, information, that a 
man engaged in this bufinefs, was 
frequently bitten, and that he cured 
himfelf by sweet olive oii, After 
confiderable enquiry, the viper-catcher 
was found, and the queftions afked, 
whether he did cure himfelf by the 
oil? and whether he was willing to 
fatisfy a number of gentlemen of the 
faéi? The man anfwered affirmatively 
to both queftions. Accordingly, a 
moft numerous meeting of the Royal 
Society was convened, compofed of a 
confiderable number of the nobility, 
&c. The viper-catcher attended, 
accompanied by his wife, with a large 
viper, and laying his arm naked to 
ihe fhoulder, fuffered the irritated 
reptile to ftrike, which it did very 
forcibly. His wife permitted the 
poifon to operate till her hudband’s 
head, face, and tongue, were greatly 
{welled, his arm and face alfo very 
black, and his fenfes much affected, 
when fhe applied the oil, by pouring 
a fmall quantity down, and bathing 
the part bitten. The man gradually 
and ioon recovered. 

This circumftance. being ftrongly 
impreffed upon my mind, and know- 

* For thefe direftions fee page 33, 
No. 15, Vol. Ul. of our Mifcellany. 
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Pian to relieve Poor Persons now without Provisions 


fhared in the fame calamity. The 
Jaft time it prevailed was in the year 
¥792, in the months of September 
and Oétober, when one thoufand 
three hundred and fifty-two perfons 
were inoculated, of whom nine died; 
twelve took the difeafe the natural 
way, of which number three died. 
Of the whole number inoculated, 
eight hundred and feventy-nine were 
inhabitants of the town, of whom 
nine died; the others were perfons 
from the vicinity, who availed them- 
felves of fo favourable an opportunity 
of taking the difeafe by inoculation. 

The deftruction of this town in 
1775, reduced many of its affluent 
inhabitants to great ftraits and difii- 
culties, and very confiderably -in- 
creafed the number of its poor. How 
far this circumftance, conneéted with 
that depreflion of {pirits which is ever 
the effec of a fudden lofs of one’s 
all in this world, may have operated 
to increafe the bills of mortality, 
cannot be determined. 


a 
From the Gazette of the United States. 
MR. FENNO, ‘ 


IT is: an obfervation founded in 
truth, that few if any people in the 
world, have gone further in works 
of philanthropy than the citizens of 
Philadelphia: let him who difcredits 
it, take an impartial furvey of the 
various inftitutions erected in this 
city, for the relief of fuffering hu- 
manity, many of which are fupported 
by the voluntary contributions of be- 
nevolent individuals, and his doubts 
fhall vanifh—Yet fome further re- 
gulations appear to be indifpenfable 
—-there are perfons for whom, either 
the laws have made no provifion, or 
to whofe pitiable condition the hand 
of mercy, under the laws, has not 
been extended. 

It is but recently that a poor wretch 
was fuffered to lie and perifh in one 
of the ftreets of the northern liberties, 
without the leaft kind of affifance 
having been afforded him: wicther 
the police officers are juftly cenfur- 
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able for a negle&t of diity, or other- 
wife, is not my prefent bufinefs to 
enquire; the fact.is however certain. 
Had his cafe been duly attended to, 
this haplefs fon of mifery might per- 
haps have been refcued from an un- 
timely grave. . 

In the Pennfylvania Hofpital, a 
perfon cannot be admitted, but un- 
der certain qualifications; yet this 
inftitution*is liberal in its principles, 
and in its practice. It is a point of 
prudence, and perhaps of neceflity, 
not to receive into the alms-houfe, 
any perfon having a contagious dii- 
order, it is not knowingly done—and, 
unlefs the object be afflicted with the 
prevailing malady, or fufpected to 
be fo, he cannot procure an entrance 
into the city hofpital. 

A few days fince a circumftance 
occured which was truly diftrefling. 
A German, a ftranger in the place, 
applied to be admitted into the Penn- 
fylvania hofpital: his cafe did not 
come {tri€tly within their cognizance, 
and he was refufed. He then folicit~ 
ed an entrance into the alms-houfe, 
but having the dyfentery, and not 
being entitled to a place of vefidence 
here, he was unfuccefsful. His next 
application was to Captain Allen, 
health-ofiicer for the port, but the 
captain conceiving himfelf unautho- 
rifled to fend him to the city hof- 
pital, the poor wretch was turned 
away without any hope of relief. 
What became of him I know not, 
but the deep diftrefs, anxiety, and 
defpondency, depigted in his coun- 
tenance produced a_ correfpondent 
fentiment of fympathy in the minds 
of feveral by{tanders, all of whom 
feemed to regret his unhappy condi- 
tion, though none knew in what 
manner to grant him the aid he re- 
guired. 

Let us bat call the cafe of this 
unfortunate man home to our own 
befors—difeafed, friendlefs, and dif- 
conio.ate—fituate in a ftrange coun- 
try, where he knew not the counte- 
nance of a fingle human being; in- 
capable of providing for himfelf, and 

unable 
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ing feven and a quarter miles in a 
N. N. W. and S. S. E. direéction, 
of unequal breadth, on an average, 
about one mile. The fcattered in- 
habitants in the nothern part of the 
town, conftituting about a tenth part 
of the whole number, are fet off to 
the parifhes in the adjoining towns, 
atid are not included in the follow- 
ing bills. 

The compa& part of the town is 
on a peninsula, of a pyramidical form, 
(the bafe of which is Charles’ river) 
about one mile andaquarter in length, 
and about half a mile in breadth. On 
this peninfula, (including about a 
dozen houfes without the neck, which 
belong to the parifh) are about two 
hundred and fixty dwelling-houfes, 
all (two excepted) of wood. There is 
but one houfe for public worfhip in 
the town, and that is for congrega- 
tionalifts, fituated near the bridge, 
in North latitude 42°-23' 26”. There 
was but about half the above number 
of houfes in 1789. The number of 
inhabitants will be beft afcertained 
from the lift of rateable polls inferted 
among the following tables. 

There are on the peninfula, two 
rope-walks, an alms-houfe, a rum 
diftillery, a dye-houfe, two tallow- 
chandleries, four flaughter-houfes, 
and eight tanneries and leather-dref- 
fers’ works. The flaughter-houfes 
and leatier-dreflers’ works are fitua- 
ted on tide-water, and, in general, 
attention is paid to their cleanlinefs. 

~ The peninfula is connected, on the 
fouth, with Bofton, by a bridge fifteen 
hundred feet in length, over Charles’ 
river. On the north it is joined with 
the Main, by a narrow artificial neck 
or ifthmus, which, at high water, 
in fpring tides, is but a few rods 
wide. On the eaft, it is wafhed by 
Myftic, a falt water river between 
two and three hundred rods wide. 
To the fouth-eaft fpreads Bofton bay 
and harbour: tothefouth-weft another 
broad bay, which receives Charles’ 
river, and projeéts northward along 
the weft fide of the town. Acrofs 
the northern part of this bay, a dam 


was thrown many years ago, and 
mills erected upon it, which were 
deftroyed with the town in 1775; 
but bave been lately re-built. The 
extenfive body of marfh, which, in 
confequence of this dam, is kept 
longer overflowed, being falt, occa- 
fions ne injury to the health of the 
inhabitants. 

Befides being encompaffed with 
tide water, the peninfula is, in other 
refpects, well fituated for health ; be- 
ing open to the fea and land breezes, 
and charmingly diverfified with gentle 
hills, which overlook Bofton and its 
harbour, and beautiful iflands, and 
the adjacent towns in every direétion, 
and has neither ftagnant waters nor 
offenfive marfhes. 

The town is interfeéted by eleven 
irregular ftreets, befides lanes and 
alleys. The main ftreet, which is fifty 
feet wide and paved, runs through 
the centre of the town, north and 
fouth, from the bridge to the neck. 
On this ftreet, within a few rods of 
the bridge, is a fpacious fquare, fur- 
rounded with handfome houfes and 
ftores. The water in the numer- 
ous wells in town, is pure and good. 
The trees were all deftroyed with the 
town in 1775: many have been fince 
planted, but are yet {mall, and are 
not thrifty. 

In the months of April and May, 
eafterly winds prevail, which are 
chiefly wnelaftic, and fraught with 
fea vapour, and are difagreeable and 
depreiiing to all, and pernicious to 
invalids, to fuch efpecially as are 
affli€ted with bilious and hectic com- 
plaints, which are the moft prevalent 
difeafes in the town. The inhabi- 
tants are fubject to no endemical dif- 
eafes. Scarcely a year pallies with- 
out feveral inftances, in the months 
of Auguft, September, and O&tober, 
of malignant bilious fevers; but thefe 
have generally happened in the neigh- 
bourheod of flaughter-houfes, or lea- 
ther-dreffers’ work fhops, where there 
is more or lefs of putrid matter. — 

At thofe perieds when the fmall- 
pox has vifited Bellon, this town has 
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many peculiar attentions, with much 

of complicated work, are appendant 

to a grain farm. In thort, that the 

moft fimple, the moft pleafing, and 

the moft advantageous ufe that I can 

apply my land to, is to keep it in 
rasSe 

It is alfo faid, that fome fuch mode 
as is offered in the defign below, is 
beft adapted to my talents and fitua- 
tion. Itis my wifh, however, to have 
it approved or amended by experi- 
enced perfons, or that a better be 
propofed. 

DESIGN. 

No kind of grain is to be raifed. 
No horfe, ox, cow, or other beaft is 
to pafture on the fields. ‘They are 
to be kept up the year through. 
There then will be no need of divi- 
fion fences. Such as are on the place 
may be removed, and the out fence 
made perfe&t. The fields will then 
be under one general inclofing fence, 
and exhibit a beautiful unit of grafs, 
unbroken by fences, but dotted here 
and there with clumps of trees, and 
marked. off in equal divifions, by 
head-lands or turnings, and cultivated 
as below.* 


The live ftock may be two horfes. 


or oxen for a plow, harrow, and cart, 
occafionally ; four oxen in harnefs 
for a waggon, the journies being 
fhort; and two good cows, befide 
carriage and faddle horfes.t Much 
of inconvenience, and little profit, 
* The trees may be native poplars, 
locufts, black mulberries, black walnuts, 
black gums, dogwoods, fallafrafles ; none 
whereof materially injure grafs growing 
under them. If it fhould be fancied 
that bleak winds are to be guarded 
againft, divifions may be formed with 
hedges, or trees planted clofe in rows. 
Other trees may be the weeping willow 
for beauty ; the yellow willow for ufe. 
+ The friend for whom this was writ- 
ten, is in ealy circumitances. Others, 
lefs able to buy, may condué the bufi- 
nefs of their grafs farms with fewer 
draft cattle, and even without any, by 
occafionally hiring teams, for drawing 
hay, carrying out manure, ploughing, &c. 
But four oxen, a waggon, a plough and 
harrow, would pay weil, if kept on the 
farm, always atcommand. Indeed oxen 


would attend the making butter for 
fale, by any other than a proprietor 
who is of the clafs of dairy people. 
Rather prefer the buying butter and 
grain wanted. The hay, a fimple 
unit of attention and produce, will 
pay for them to the beft advantage ; 
and a complication of bufinefs is to 
be avoided. But, if butter muft be 
made, let it be no more than for f3- 
mily confumption. 

Some ground for potatoes, truck- 
patch, and experiment, willbe wanted; 
therefo.e eight acres are referved ; 
which are to have no connection with 
the other fields, nor are ever to grow 
any corn or grain that would require 
the thrafher to be introduced. Thefe 
eight acres may contain a garden for 
the market, or for pleafure, according 
as may be the circumftances and views 
of the owner. 

In the firft year plough up the 
arable, deep as the foil will admit of. 
Then fow buckwheat, and plough in 
the plants before they produce feeds. 
Repeat this, for protecting the fallow 
from exceflive exhalation, and for 
adding a manure to the foil as often 
as the buckwheat is ploughed in. On 
the fields A and B, lay a quantity of 
rich dung ; beft done in the fall, on 
the laft turning in of buckwheat. 
Sow thefe and the other four fields 
with rye, for giving bay. When, 
hereafter, clover and timothy are 
fown, rye whilft growing will firft 
shelter thefe graffes in their tender 
fiate, and then be cut and cured 
into bays In the fecond year, give 
dung alfo to C and D fields; and in 
the third to E and F fields. I have 
not indeed ever feen rye hay, but 
cannot be deemed coftly, expenfive, and 
in the end a dead lofs, as horles are. 
An oxcolts - - - ~- dollars 4o 
3 years keeping, at 24.- - + 72 


1 year ditto and fattening - - 4o 
He gains, 4 years but partial 

work- =< 2+ «= « «© «= s« 160 
4 years dung, (winter and fum- 

mer) - - = - = = = = 40 
Sold for firft coft 40, and in- 

creafe 4 years, at ro dolls. 40 Bo 


Net gain 32 dol. per annum - 152 280 
have 
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unable from illnefs to ieave the city ; 
willing to take refuge even in an in- 
feted hofpital—and I am fure, there 
is no man, who is not ablolutely cal- 
lous to the voice of miferv, and dead 
to every thing which bears the ftamp 
of humanity, who will not approve 
of fome plan being fallen on for the 
comfortable accommodation of fuch 
his fuffering fellow men. A pian for 
this laudable purpoie is not only very 
feafible, but of very eafy practica- 
bility.—I would advife then, that a 
temporary building be immediately 
erected near to the city hofpital, into 
which all difeafed perfons, willing to 
go, fhall be freely and without cere- 
mony adinitted. If, on.experiment, 
they are found to have the prevailing 
malady, they fhould be placed in tie 
hofpital ; if otherwife, they fhould be 
provided for as circumftances would 
render humane and —— But, as 
a more permanent and effectual eftab- 
hi ifhment, there fhould be attached to 
the inftitution of the alms-houfe, not 
directly adjoining it, an infirmary, 
into which ail perfons defigned to 
be’ accommodated in the infti itution, 
fhould at firft be fent there to undergo 
an examination of judicious phyfi- 
cians, and fears either to be 
provided for in the infirmary, or to 
be otherwife difpofed,of, as their 
feveral cafes might require. Surely 
there can be no reafonable objection 
to a plan of this kind: the expenfe 
would be trifling, compared with the 
magnitude of the objeé&t; and the 
good which might refult from it, 
may be incalculable. ‘The man who 
will fet about accomplifhing this ob- 
ie, muft fucceed ; and will doubt- 
lefs have, not only the ineftimable 
enjoyment of an approving niind, 
but the blefling of many a woe-worn 
object of wretchednefs. 

Ye Babi inftitutions wil] not fhel- 
ter under their roofs, difeafed and 
penny ie (s wretches, can it, or ought 
it to be expected, that private pe rfons 
will? And efpecially at atime, when 
the horror attached to the idea of 
introducing - the yellow-fever into 


their families, produces, in the minds 
of moft, a ipecies of morbid panic, 
which paralyfes every fentiment of 
hofpitality: towards fufpected indivi- 
duals. 

I am not fo tenacious of my plan, 
but that I will moft cordially fupport 
a better, if one more eligible is pro- 
pofed by a more happy genius; but 
this is no time for temporizing or 
halting between two opinions; fome- 
thing muft be promptly done ; and I 
now call on my fellow-citizens in 
the name of every thing dear to 
humanity, not to helitate or trifle 
on the occafion. To the guardians 
of the poor, and the managers of the 
marine and city hofpitals 1 make the 
appeal, and truft it will not be in 
vain: they have the power and means 
of accomplifhing the object; they 
are men; they mult be poffeffed of a 
fellow-feeling for the unfortunate, 
and muft be convinced of the urgency 
of the occafion. To provide for thofe 
who cannot provide for themfelves, 
is anindifpenfable duty. Let us do 
all we can, and leave the iflue to 
that all-wife, and all-controlling Pro- 
vidence, who will blefs every honeft 
labour, and who regards with equal 


care the whole family of mankind. 
PHILADELPHUS. 


— 


The best Method of managing a Smail 
Farm in the Vicinity of Pbila- 
delpbia. 
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Commerce feeds the pafiions ; 
« Agriculture calms them.” . TAL. 





—_— 


INTENDING to retire from’ the 
buftle of a town life, toa {mall feat a 
few miles in the country, confifting of 
a comfortable houfe, offices, garden, 
and 56 acres of arable land, with a 
clay loam rather impoverifhed ; but 
knowing nothing of hufbandry from 
experience, and but little in theory, 
I confult practical farmers, who affure 
meé labour is fcarce, hirelings are with 
difficulty managed, even by the moft 
experienced hufbandmen, and that 

many 




















Timothy fown in March, would be 
fometimes injured by drought, and 
heat of the fun, whilft in its feeble 
ftate, on the lofs of its rye fhelter. 
On the other hand, though timothy 
is more perfe&t from being fown on 
grain in autumn, yet it fometimes 
overgrows and injures the crop of 
grain. But when the grain is fown 
for the purpofe of day and shelter 
only, the objection is avoided ; and 
autumn is generally the preferable 
feafon for fowing timothy feed. On 
the rye being, in September, fown 
and harrowed in immediately, before 
the foil can be fettled down by time 
or rain, ftrew the timothy feed over it ; 
and leave it to the crumbling and 
motion of the foil in its fettling, with 
the aid of wind and rain; which by 
experience is found to be fufficient. 

Clever grows admirably well when 
fown in July with buckwheat. The 
feedling plants are thus well fheltered 
againit the dcorching fun, and will 
have a good length of tune for grow- 
ing into ftrength to withftand the 
enfuing winter’s frofts. — 

Two years are the moft that clover 
ought to be continued in the ground. 
Timothy would continue good feveral 
years longer. But this is of no con- 
fideration in a rotation courfe, which 
does not always admit of it; and it 
is of great advantage to turn up the 
ground, fhift its furface, and bury 
the fods of grafs. The expenfe of 
feed for renewing grafs is too much 
thought of by farmers. It is a trifle, 
when oppofed by the advantages 
gained, [0 be continued.} | 


— 


A Description of the American Yellow 
Fever, in a Letter from Dr. Fobn 
Lining, Physician at Charleston 
in South Carolina, to Dr. Robert 
Whytt, Professor of Medicine in the 
University of Edinburgh*. 

Charlefton, December 14, 1753. 
SIR, 


Tw obedience to your defire, I have 

fent you the hiftory of the yellow 

fever as it appeared here in the year 
* March 7, 1754. 
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1748, which, as far as T can remem- 
ber, agreed in its fymptoims with the 
fame difeafe, when it vifited this town 
in former years. In this biftory, I have 
confined myfelf to a faithful narration 
of fa&ts, and have avoided any phy- 
fical inquiry imto the caufes of the 
feveral fymptoms in this difeafe; as 
that would have required more leifure 
than I am, at prefent, mafter of, and 
would perhaps have been lefs ufeful 
than a plain defcription. 

I wrote this hiftory, fo far as it 
relates to the fymptoms and prognof- 
tics in the year 1748, when we had 
the difeafe laft in this place; intend. 
ing afterwards, if it returned, to add, 
from future experience, the method 
of cure, and likewife an account.of 
any other fymptoms which might 
attend it; but, as no fuch opportu- 
nity has offered, I muft now omit 
that part. However, I hope the def. 
cription which I have given of this 
dreadful malady, which fo frequently 
rages like the plague in the fouthera 
parts of America, is fo full, that a 
phyfician may, from thence, not only 
form a true judgment of its nature, 
but likewife be able to deduce and 
communicate fome more certain me- 
thod of cure, than has hitherto, per- 
haps, been ufed. 

I am forry I could not give a 
fuller account of the diflections of 
thofe who died of this difeafe, hav- 
ing unfortunately loft my notes taken 
from thofe diffleftions. Iam, &e. 


— 
—_— 


I. Tuat fever which continues 
two or three days, and terminates 
without any critical difcharge by 
fweat, ure, ftool, &c. leaving the 
patient exceffively weak, with a {mall 
pulfe, eafily depreffible by very little 
motion, or by an erec& pofture; and 
which is foon fucceeded with an iée- 
ritious colour in the white of the eyes 
and the fkin, vomiting, hemorrhages, 
&c. and thefe, without being accom- 
panied with any degree of a febrile 
pulfe and heat, is called in America, 
the yellow fever. 

II. This fever does not feem to 
take its origin from any particular 
conititutio;, 
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have heard farmers fay, it is good in 
quality, and the crop great. 

To dung the whole in the firft year 
might be beyond your power, or be 
very inconvenient. Therefore a third 
part is propofed to be dunged in each 
of three years ; which, however, ra- 
ther difadvantageoufiy poitpones, till 
the feventh year, the commencement 
of the defired courfe for giving, 
yearly, two fields of rye bay, two of 
clover, and two of timothy. 

Four articles of produce, if all an- 
anal, would require four fields. Ji of 
three articles of crop, one is annual, 
and two are biennial, as in the above 
defign, then fix fields are requilite. 
With fewer fields the fyftem would 
be defective, and the round of crops 
would not be effefted. For inftance, 
if thefe articles, annual and biennial, 
as above, were cultivated in only 
three fields, in the feventh and eighth 
years there would be no clover. 

If of two articles of crop one is 
annual and the other triennial, then 
four fields are requifite. 

The firft fix years of the above 
defign are rather preparative to the 
intended round of crops. It is the 
feventh year that enters upon the de- 
figned and proper recurring round of 
crops, manuring, and work. A regu- 
lar fyftem of recurring crops and 
bufinefs in the hufbandry line exifts 
on the principles of the fpiral line. 
This is illuftrated by reading the plan 
fin our next number], diagonally, 
from A field in the feventh year, 
downward through B field 8, C field 
9; kc. to F field in the twelfth year 
inclufive ; being in all fix fields, and 
fix years; all whereof dire& to 
** mow timothy, plough in timothy, 
dung, fow rye.” The like of the 
other articles.* ‘Fhe plan is alfo 
advantaveoufly to be read directly 
downward, taking any one field at a 
time ; and alfo laterally through all 
the fields of either year. 


* Wrap the table round a cylinder, 
you then have the fpiral line. As it is, 
in plano, imagination fupplies the want 
of the cylindrical courte. 


Though the firft fix years in the 
fyftem exhibited in the table give 
crops, except the firft year, yet they 
are not according to the defigned va- 
riety ; as they are moftly in rye hay, 
inftead of two fields of rye, two of 
clover, and two of timothy. But the 
proper courfe being once entered on, 
the intended crops will regularly recur 
as long as you pleafe to continue it. 

Manures allo recur in fpiral order, 
and’ being frequent, are applied in 
lefs quantities at a time than would 
be requifite after the ufual lengthy 
delays in renewing them; and alfo 
applying them frequently in moderate 
quantities, approaches nearer to the 
economy of nature ; which conftantly 


‘commits to the earth the food of 


plants, or the means of obtaining 
that food, in moderate portions ; not 
in gluts to furfeit, nor at diftant in- 
tervals of time that ftarve them. 

Net only the crops and manurings, 
but the ploughings and the work in 
general, recur orderly and of courfe, 
without the hazard of a wrong bias 
or fallible reafoning leading you into 
error, confufion, or ill-judged and 
irregular practices and courfes. Such 
are important advantages, which 
fyftematic hufbandry has over ran- 
dom or common practices in rural 
management. 

Your live ftock will give all thedun 
requifite, after the third year ; wr 
beeves being bought and foiled on cut 
green grafs, will add to the dunghill. 

Rye is fown in September or OGo- 
ber. Clover, in Maryland, is fown 
in March, by ftrewing the feeds on 
the ground without any attempt to 
cover them. The dilated ftate of. 
the ground, and the motion given it 
by the alternate light frofts and thaws 
ot the feafon, fuffice for the growing 
of the feeds; and the fun is too 
feeble to injure them in that early 
month, fheltered too as they are. 
Farmers in Pennfylvania, of late, 
prefer the flrewing clover feed on 
their wheat fields in April. For the 
climate of Maryland, the middle to 
the zoth of March is beft. 


Timothy 


























The depth of the rain in Auguft, 
Septem iber, and OGober réfpeively, 
was 6.881, 7.442 and 5.550 inches; 
which, ae sh it exceeded the rain 
of thefe three months taken together 
at a medium, from the ten preced- 

years, by 5.570 inches, yet it 
was inferior to that which fell in the 
fame months in feveral-other years; 
for in the years 1747, 50s $15 and 52, 
there fell refpeCtive ly, in thofe three 
months of thefe years, above 21, 22, 
24, and 26 inches of rain. 

VY. For a day or two before the 
attack of the fever, people in general 
complained of a headach, pain in the 
joins and extremities, efpecially in 

the knees and calves of the Jegs, lofs 
of appetite, debility, and a fpontane- 
ous lailitude. 

Some however were feized fud- 
i dl without any fuch previous 


Vv tae After a chillnefs and horror, 
with which this difeafe generally 
invades, a fever fucceeded, in which, 

1. The pulfe was very frequent till 
near the termination of the fever, and 
was generally full, hard, and confe- 
quently ftrong: in fome, it was {mall 
and hard, in others, foft and fmall; 
but in all thofe cafes, it frequently 
varied in its fullnefs and hardnefs. 
Towards the termination of the fever, 

the pulfe became fimalier, harder, and 

lefs frequent. In fome there was 
a remarkable throbbing in the caro- 
tids and in the hypochondria; in the 
iatter of which, it was fometimes fo 
great, that it caufed a conftant tre- 
mulows motion of the abdomen. 

2. The heat, generally, did not 
exceed 102 desrees of Farenheit’s 
thermometer; in fome it was lefs; it 
varied frequently, and was commonly 
nearly equal in all parts; the heat 
about the precordia being feldom 
more intenfe than in the extremities, 
when thefe were kept covered. In 
the firit day of the dife afe, sapie had 
frequent returns of a fenfe of chillnefs, 
though there was not any abatement 
of their heat. In a few, there hap- 
pened fo great a remiilion of the heat 
Vot. lll. No. 30. 
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for fome hours, when at the fame 
time the puife was foft and lefs fre- 
quent, and the fkin moift, that one 
from thefe circumftances might rea- 
fonably have hoped that the fever 
would only prove a remittent or in- 
termittent. About the end of the 
fecond day the heat began to abate. 

3+ [he fkin was fometimes (though 
rarely) dry; but oftener, and indeed 
generally, it was moift, and difpofed 
to {weat. 

On the firft day, the fweating was 
commonly profufe and general ; on 
the fecond day, it was more mode- 
rate; but on both thefe, there hap- 
pened frequent and fhort remiffions 
of the fweatings; at which times the 
febrile heat increafed, and the patient 
became more uneafy. On the third 
day, the difpofition to fweat was fo 
much abated, that the fkin was gene- 
rally dry; only the forehead and 
backs of the hands continued moift. 

4- The refpiration was by no 
means frequent or difficult, but was 
foon accelerated by motion, or the 
fatigue of drinking a cup of any 
liquid, 

g- The tongue was moift, rough, 
and white, even to its tip and edges. 
On the fecond day, its middle in fome 
was brown. On the third day, the 
whitenefs and roughnefs of the tongue 
began to abate. 

6. The thirft in very few was 
great. 

7. A naufea, vomiting, or frequent 
reachings to vomit, efpecially after 
the exhibition of either medicines ot 
food, came on generally the third day, 
as the fever began to leffen; or rather 
as the fullnefs of the pulfe, heat, and 
difpofition to fweat began to abate. 
Some indeed, but very few, on the 
firlt day, had a vomiting either bilious 
or phlegmatic. 

8. Very few complained of anxiety 
or opprefiion about the precordia or 
hypochondria, nor was there any ten- 
fion or hardnefs about the latter. 

g- On the firft day they generally 
dozed much, but afterwards were very 
watchiul. 
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conftitution of the weather, indepen- 
dent of infectious miafmata, as Dr. 
Warren* has formerly well obferved. 
For within thefe twenty-five years, 
it has only been four times epidemical 
in this town, namely, in the autumns 
of the years 1732, 39) 45 and 48, 
though none of thele years (except- 
ing that ef 1739, whole fummer and 
autumn were remarkably rainy) were 
either warmer or more rainy (and 
fome of them lefs fo) than the fum- 
mers and. autums were in. feveral 
other years, in which we had not one 
inftance of any one being feized with 
this fever; which is contrary to what 
would probably have happened, if par- 
ticular conftitutions of the weather 
were productive of it, without infec- 
tious miafinatae But that this is 
really an infectious difeafe, feems 
plain; not only from this, almoft all 
the nurfes catched it and died of it; 
but likewife, as foon as it appeared in 
town, it foon invaded newcomers, 
thofe who never had the difeafe be- 
fore, and country-people when they 
came to town, while thofe who re- 
mained in the country efcaped it, 
as likewife did thofe who had for- 
merly felt its dire effects, though 
they walked about the town, vifited 
the fick in all the different ftadia of 
the difeafe, and attended the funerals 
of thofe who died of it. And laftly 
whenever the difeafe appeared here, 
it was eafily traced to fome perfon 
who had lately arrived from fome of 
the Weft-India Iflands, where it was 
epidemical. Although the infection 
was fpread with great celerity through 
the town, yet if any from the country 
received it in town, and fickened on 
their return home, the infection {pread 
no further, not even fo much as to 
one in the fame houfe. 

Ill. The fubjeQs which were fuf- 
ceptible of this fever, were both fexes 
of the white colour, efpecially ftran- 
gers lately arrived from cold climates, 
Indians, Miftees, Mulattoes ofall ages, 
excepting young children,and of thofe 

* In his Treatife concerning the ma- 
lignant fever in Barbadoes, page 8. 


only fuch as had formerly efcaped the 
infection, and indeed it is a great hap- 
pineis that our conftitutions undergo 
fuch alterations in the fmall-pox, 
meafles and yellow fever, as for ever 
afterwards fecure us from a fecond 
attack of thole difeafes. There is 
fomething very fingular in the confti- 
tution of the Negroes, which renders 
them not Hable to this fever; for 
though many of thefe were as much 
expofed as the nurfes to the infeétion, 
yet I never knew one inftance of this 
fever amongft them, though they are 
equally fubje& with the white people 
to the bilious fever. 

IV. This fever began in the mid- 
dle or rather towards the end of 
Auguft, and continued till near the 
middle of O&ober, when the weather 
became cold enough to prevent its 
further progrefs. In the beginning 
of Auguft, the weather was warmer 
than I had ever known it in that 
month: the mercury in Farenheit’s 
thermometer, for fome days at two 
o'clock P. M. rofe, in the fhaded 
air, to the 96th degree, at which time 
feveral people died of apoplexies. The 
latter part of Auguft and the firft 
week in September were much more 
temperate; the weather being then 
much as ufual at that feafon of the 
year. The fecond week in September 
was cold, the wind being conftantly 
eafterly and the weather cloudy ; after 
which time I kept .a regifter of the 
heat of the fhaded air; an abftra& 
of which follows. 

In the latter part of September, 
and from the firft to the 18th: of 
O&etober, Sept. Oct, 
The mean heat at 2 P. M. was 72 65 
The mean no&urnal heat was- 68 54 
The greatett heat at 2 P. M. was 79 75 
The Jeaft heat at2 P.M. was 60 52 
The greateft nof&urnal heat was 71 70 
The Jeait nocturnal heat was 62 42 
The greateft increafe of heat in 

24 hours was 13 17 
The greatelt decreafe of heat in 
24 hours was Q 22 

In all the- month of September, 
and in the greateft part of Odober, 
the wind was eafterly. 
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had fufficiently provided againtt it, 
without need of any other law. For 
every ungrateful man is his own 
enemy, and it feems fuperfiuous to 
compel a man to be kind to himfelf, 
and to follow his own inclinations. 
This, of all wickednefs imaginable, 
is certainly the vice which does the 
molt divide and diftract human 
naturee Without the exercife and 
the commerce of mutual offices, we 
can be neither happy nor fafe; for 
it is only fociety that fecures us: 
take us one by one, and we are a 
prey even to brutes, as well as to one 
another: nature has brought us into 
the world naked and unarmed; we 
have not the teeth or the paws of 
lions or bears, to make ourfelves 
terrible: but by the two bleflings of 
reafon and union, we fecure and de- 
fend ourfelves againft violence and 
fortune. This it is that makes man 
the mafter of ali other creatures, who 
otherwife were fcarce a match for the 
weakeft of them. This it is that 
comforts us in ficknefs, in age, in 
mifery, in pains, and in the worft of 
calamities. Take away this combi- 
nation, and mankind is diffociated 
and falls to pieces. It is true, that 
there is no law eftablifhed againft 
this abominable vice: but we cannot 
fay yet that it efcapes unpunithed, 
for a public hatred is certainly the 
greateft of all penalties; over and 
above that we lofe the moft valuable 
bleffing of life, in the not beftowing, 
and receiving of benefits. If ingra- 
titude were to be punifhed by a law, 
it would difcredit the obligation ; 
for a benefit is to be given, not lent: 
and if we have no return at all, there 
is no juft caufe of complaint: for 
gratitude were no virtue, if there 
were any danger in being ungrateful. 
There are, 1 know, halters, hooks, 
and gibbets, provided for homicide, 
poifon, facrilege, and rebellion ; but 
ingratitude (here upon earth) is only 
punifhed in the fchools; all farther 
pains and infli¢tions being wholly 
remitted to Divine juftice. And if 
a man may judge of the confcience by 
the countenance, the ungrateful man 


is never without a canker at his 
heart ; his mind and afpect, are fad 
and folicitous ; whereas the other’s 
are always cheerful and ferene. 

As there are no laws extant againft 
ingratitude, fo it is utterly impoffible 
to contrive any that in all circum- 
{tances fhall reach it. If it were ac- 


tionable, there would not be courts 


enough in the whole world, to try 
the caufes in. There can be no fet- 
ting a day for the requiting of bene- 
fits, as for the payment of money; 
nor any eftimate upon the benefits 
themfelves; but the whole matter 
refls in the confcience of both par- 
ties: and then there are fo many de- 
grees of it, that the fame rule will 
never ferveall. Befide that, to pro- 
portion it, as the benefit is greater 
and lefs, will be both impraéticable 
and without reafon. One good turn 
faves my life, another, my freedom, 
or peradventure my very foul. How 
fhall any law now {uit a punifhment 
to an ingratitude, under thefe differ- 
ing degrees? It muft not be faid in 
benefits as in bonds, Pay what you 
owe. How fhall a man pay life, 
health, credit, fecurity, in kind? 
There can be no fet rule to bound 
that infinite variety of cafes, which 
are more properly the fubjeét of hu- 
manity and religion, than of law and 
public juftice. There would be dif- 
putes alfo about the benefit itfelf; 
which muft totally depend upon the 
courtefy of the judge, for no law 
imaginable can fet it forth. One 
man gives me an eflate; another only 
lends me a {word, and that {word pre- 
ferves my lifee Nay the very fame 
thing feveral ways done, changes the 
quality of the obligation. A word, 
a tone, alook, makes a great altera- 
tion in the cafe. How fhall we judge 
then, and determine a matter which 
does not depend upen the fac itfelf, 
but upon the force and intention of 
it? Some things are reputed benefits, 
not for their value, but becaufe we 
defire them. And there are offices 
of a much greater value, that we do 
not reckon upon at all. If ingrati- 
tude were liable to a law, we mutt 
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10. Reftleffnefs and almoft con- 
tinual jactations came on the fecond 
day. 

tt A great defpondency attended 
the fick from the firft attack. 

12. The ftrength was greatly prof- 
trated from the firft attack. 

13- The pain in the head, loins, 
&c. of which they had complained 
(Vv. ) before the attack, were greatly 

increafed, and in fome, the pain in 
the fucehaed was very acute and dart- 
ing; but thofe pains went generally 
off the fecond day. 

14 The face was flufhed, and the 
eyes were hot, inflamed, and unable 
to bess much heht. 

15. On the firft day, many of them, 
at times, were a little delirious, but 
afterwards not until the recefs of the 
fever. 

16. The blood faved at venefection 
had not any inflammatory cruft; in 
Warm weather, it was florid like arte- 
riai bicod, and continued in one foft 
homogeneous-like mafs, without any 
feparation of the ferum after it was 
cold, When there was any fepara- 
tion, the craflamentum was of too 
lax a texture. 

17. The ftools, after the firft day, 
were fetid, inclined to a black colour, 
and were very rarely bilious, foft, or 
liquid, excepting when forced by art ; 
for an obftinate coltivenefs attended 
the febrile ftate. 

18. The urine was difcharged ina 
large quantity, was pale, fometimes 
limpid, and rarely of a higher than a 
ftraw colour, except when the wea- 
ther was very warm, and then it was 
more faturated, of a deep colour, and 
difcharged in fmaller quantities. It 
had a large cloud, except when it 
was very pale or limpid; but more 
generally it had a copious, white fedi- 
ment, even in the firit day of the 
fever. 

On the fecond day, the urine con- 
tinued to be difcharged very copi- 
oufly; in fome, it was then turbid, 
and depofited a more copious fedi- 
ment, than on the firft day; this 
fediment was fometimes of a brownifh 


colour; in which cafe it was generally 
followed by bloody urine, either about 
the end of the fecond or beginning 
of the third day. The colour and 
quantity of the urine, difcharged in 
equal times, were remarkably varia. 
able, being now limpid, then of a 
deeper colour, now difcharged in a 
larger, then in a fimaller quantity, 
which could not be afcribed to any 
change made either in the quantity 
or quality of the drink, &c. 

VII. The fever accompanied with 
thofe (V I.) fymptoms, terminated on 
the third day or generally in lefs 
than feventy-two hours from the firft 
attack, not by any aflimilation, or 
coction and excretion of the morbid 
matter; for if by the latter, there 
would have been fome critical dif- 
charge by fweat, urine, ftool, or 
otherways, none of which happened; 
and if, by the former; nothing then 
would have remained but great debi- 
lity. No; this fever did not termi- 
nate in either of thefe falutary ways, 
excepting in fome, who were happy 
enough to have the difeafe conquered 
in the beginning by proper evacua- 
tions, and by keeping up a plentiful 
fweat, till the total folution of the 
fever, by proper mild diaphoretics and 
diluents. But thofe who had not 
that good fortune, however tranquil 
things might appear at this period, 
(as great debility and a little yellow- 
nefs in the white of the eyes, feemed 
then to be the chief complaints, ex- 
cepting when the vomiting continu- 
ed), yet the face of affairs was foon 
changed; for this period was foon 
fucceeded by the fecond ftadium; a 
ftate, though without any fever, 
much more terrible than the firft: 
the fymptoms in which were the fol- 
lowing’ 

[ To be continued. ] 
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Seneca’s Reasons why there can be no 
Law against Ingratitude. 


INGRATITUDE is fo dangerous 
to itfelf, and fo deteftable to other 


people, that nature, one would think, 
had 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 


For the Weekly Magazine. 
THE EMIGRANT. 
Bees by. AZolus o’er the Atlantic 


waves, 
To Indian lands unknown I wayward 
{tray ; 
Whofe verdant bofom filver Schuylkil 
laves, 


Stately and filent as the clofe of day: 
Where rears the lofty fpire its gilded 
cretft, 
And thriving Commerce drives the 
bufy car; 
In folenin pomp by liberal Nature dreft, 
Majeitic rolls the mighty Delaware. 


Tho’ Heaven-born Freedom here main- 
tains her ftate, 
Beneath the lenient rule of Albion’s 
king,* 
While blooming Plenty {miles in every 
ate, 
And hills and vallies ever laugh and 
fing : 
Still in my eye the bright pellucid tears, 
In fadly penfive filence trembling 


ftand; 
While ties of Nature and of kindred 
dear, 
Prompt me in vain to hail my native 
land. 


Though foothing Friendfhip here her 
healing balm, 
From unexpected hands benign beftows, 
And o’er life’s troubled furface {preads 
a calm 
Which lulls to filent reft my former 
woes. 
Still painful Memory prompts the gufh- 
ing tear, ie 
Her retrofpective mirror in her hand ; 
While lively images of kindred dear, 
Infpive the wiih to hail my native 
land. 


Though manly Health with each return- 
ing fun, 
Sheds choiceft blefiings on my favoured 
head ; 
And when the bufy varied day is run, 
Still keeps his watchful flation round 
my bed: 
Yet flill beneath fevere RefleGion’s power 
The numerous paft tranfactions prefent 
fiand, 
And Nature’s ftrongeft ties, each fleeting 
hour, 
Urge me in vain to hail my native land. 


* Thefe verfes were written before the 
revolution, but never publiflied. 


7) 


Though wealth, the lordly power by all 
adored, 
Seems kindly to increafe my little 
ftore, 
And hardy Temperance with a frugal 
board 
Forbids pale, dreary Want to haunt 
my door : 
Yet ftill a gentle race of kindred dear, 
Leke forms imprinted in the yielding 
fand, 
Arife in view and force a briny tear— 
A tear of reverence for my native land. 
Though here Religion, heaven illumined 


* fair, 
Breathes free, by fuperfition uncon- 
fined, 
Prompts from the inmoft foul, the vital 
prayer, 
Alone well-pleafing to the Eternal 
Mind: 


Still in my troubled fight forever dear, 
Of relatives arife, a valued band; 
Nor can the eyes reltrain the Rreaming 

tear, 
A tear of reverence for my native land. 


Nor can the tender folace of a wife 
The loved idea from my breaft erafe, 
Though much the deareft treafure of my 
life, 
Adorned with every foft attractive 
grace. 
The friendly forms beloved, forever dear, 
Stand forth confefl and beckon with 
the hand, 
Adown my cheek fait flows the falling 
tear, 
While thus they call me to my native land. 


Although the profpe& of an offspring 
moves 
Life’s purple current glad’ning thro’ 
my. breatt, 
The. long wifhed product of our mutual 


loves, 

The fweetehR femblance of a foul at 
reit : 

Yet ftill impetuous gufh fpontaneous 
tears, 


Like Heaven-direfed Nile o’er Mem- 
his’ ftrand, 
To Wifdom’s calming counfel deaf mine 
ears, 
I pant, impatient for my native land. 
Say for what cauie and kindly purpofe 
given, 
This wondrous impulfe when abroad 
we roam, 
Did Fancy plant it? No, it isfrom Heaven 
That joy fprings blooming at the 
thoughts of home. 
Tis 
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never give, but before witneffes, 
which would overthrow the dignity 
of the benefit. And then the punifh- 
ment muft either be equal, where 
the crimes are unequal, or elfe it 
muft be unrighteous; fo that blood 
muft anfwer for blood. He that is 
ungrateful for my faving his life, 
muft forfeit his own. And, what 
can be more sacri, than that 
benefits fhould conclude in fanoui- 
nary events? A man faves my life, 
and I am ungrateful for it: fhall I 
be punished in my purfe? That is 
too little; if it be lefs than the beéne- 
fit, it is unjult, and it muft be capital 
to be made equal to it. ‘There are 
moreover certain privileges granted 
to parents, that can never be reduced 
to a common rule: their injuries 
may be cognizable, but not their 
benefits. ‘The diverfity of cafes is 
too large, and intricate, to be brought 
within the profpect of a law: fo that 
it is much more equitable to punith 
none, than to punifh all alike. What 
if a man follows a good office with 
an injury; whether or no fhall this 
quit fcores? or who fhall compare 
them, and weigh the one againft the 
other? bere is another thing yet, 
which perhaps we do not dream of: 
not one man upon the face of the 
earth would efcape, and yet every 
man would expect to be his own 
judge. Once again, we are all of 
us ungrateful ; and the number does 
not only take away the fhame, but 
gives authority and protection to 
the wickednefs. 

It is thought reafonable by fome, 
that there fhould be a law againft in- 
gratitude; for fay they, it is com- 
mon for one city to upbraid another, 
and to claim that of pofterity, which 
was beftowed upon their anceftors 
but this is only clamour without rea- 
fon. It is objected by others, as a 
difcouragement to. good offices, if 
men fhall not be made anfwerable for 
them; but I fay on the other fide, 
that no man would accept of a benefit 
upon thofe terms. He that gives, 
is prompted to it by a goodnefs of 


mind, and the generofity of the 
action is leffened by the caution ; for 
it is his defire that the receiver fhould 
pleafe himfelf and owe no more than 
he thinks fit. But, what if-this might 
occalion fewer benefits, fo long as they 
would be franker? Nor is there any 
hurt in putting a check upon rafhnefs, 
and profufion: in anfwer to this; 
men will be careful enough whom 
08: oblige, without a law: nor is 

t poflible for a judge ever to fet us 
ioe in it; or indeed < any thing elfe, 
but the faith of the receiver. The 
honour of a benefit is this way pre- 
ferved, which is otherwife profaned, 
when it comes to be mercenary, and 
made matter of contention. We are: 
even forward enough of ourfeives, to 
wrangle, without unneceffary provo- 
cations. It would be well, I think, 
if monies might pafs upon the fame 
conditions with: other benefits; and 
the payment remitted to the con- 
{cience, without formalizing upon 
bills and fecurities: but human wif- 
dom has rather advifed with con- 
venience than virtue; and chofen 
rather to force honefty than expect 
it. For every paltry fum of money, 
there muft be bonds, witnefles, counter- 
parts, powers, &c. which is no other 
than a fhameful confeffion of fraud, 
and wickednefs; when more credit is 
given to our feals than to our minds ; 
amd caution taken Icft he that has 
received the money fhould deny it. 
Were it not better now to be de- 
ceived by fome than to fufpe& all? 
What is the difference, at this rate, 
betwixt the benefactor ‘iad the ufurer, 
fave only that in the benefaCtor’s cafe, 
there is nobody ftands bound? 

— ae 


Method te prevent Steel from Rusting. 
HEAT the feel till you cannot 


touch it without being burnt; then 
rub it gently over with virgin wax; 
put it again into the fire till the wax 
is evaporated, and wipe it with a 
piece of clean cloth. Steel which 
has undergone this operation will 
never be fubje& to ruft. 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


Tue Malignant Fever continues to 
fpread over this city. Like thofe of 
1793 and 1797 it rages moft near the 
place of its commencement and in con- 
fined lanes and alleys. ‘The weather of 
the 22d, 23d, and 24th of this month, 
though dry, has been as cold as is ufual 
in the month of September: Whether 
fo unexpe&ed a change wili have any 
tendency to check the ravages of this 
powerful difeafe remains to be afcer- 
tained. For the fatisfaction of our readers 
we fhall give a table of the interments 
in the different burial grounds, and the 
number of patients admitted into the 
city hofpital, &c. 


Boston, August t1.—A man was found 
dead yelterday, near the dock. The de- 
pofitions before the coroner fay he mutt 
have been dead from fix to ten days. 
The overfeers ordered him to be buried 
on Bird Ifland.—While Mr. James Dill 
and four others were digging the grave, 
and Dill was bringing a large ftone to 
place on the coffin, a fudden explofion 
of thunder was heard, and fharp light- 
ning feen, but without any rain; when 
Dill was killed initantly, and Mr. Lud- 
dod, the fexton knocked down, and did 
not recover until three quarters of an 
hour after. 


New-York, August 9. 'This day at fun- 
rife, the mercury in the thermometer, in 
the cupola of the Mufeum, in the fhade, 
ftood at 76, At 12 o’clock we puta 
thermometer on the roof of the building 
in the fun, and, in about half an hour, 
it rofe to the height of 151. At three 
o’clock the mercury in the cupola, in 
the fhade, ftood at 96. From the fitua- 
tion of the thermometer, this was doubt- 
lefs the natural temperature. ‘The fitu- 
ation of the thermometer is fuch as to 
be precluded from the rays of the fun, 
from the wind and rain, and is about 
40 feet from the furface of the ground— 
Wind S. W. all day and night. This is 
two degrees higher than it has been this 
fummer, and three degrees above any 
period for five years paft. G. BAKER. 


August 16. In the inftructions for the 
private armed veflels of the United States 
we find the following fentences. 

‘‘ In making examinations, care is to 
be taken that no injury be done to the 
vefiel or to the perfons or property on 
board her. It peculiarly becomes a na- 
tion, like the American, contending for 
her juft rights, and defending herfelf 
again infults and injuries, to refpe& the 


rights of others, and ftudionfly to avoid 
not only the outrage and the inhumanity, 
but even the incivility of which itfelf 
complains. It is hoped that Americans 
will be as diftinguifhed for their juftice 
and humanity as for their bravery and 
love of true liberty.” 


Norfolk, August 11. Orders have been 
received by the naval agent at this place 
for building, with all poffible difpatch, 
the 44 gun frigate, the keel ef which was 
laid down laft fummer. 

The veffel purchafed of Mefirs. Nath 
and Herbert, at Gofport, for the United 
States, is to be called the Norfolk; the 
command is given to Captain Williams. 

Philadelphia.—The board of managers 
of the marine and city hofpitals, have 
appointed Dr. Francis Bowes Sayre and 
Dr. John Church, as phyficians for the 
relief of the poor. Dr. Sayre will at- 
tend in the Northern Liberties, and Dr. 
Church in the diftrict of Southwark. 
The confulting phyfician, Dr. Samuel 
Duffield, will attend the poor of the city. 

The health office is kept open night 
and day, at the city hall, where every 
neceflary convenience is procured for 
removing the fick and burying the dead. 


Owing to the prefent fituation of this 
city, the Members of the Philadelphia 
Baptist Association are dire&ed to hold 
their next meeting on the firit Tuefday 
in O&ober, at 3 o’clock, P. M. at New 
Mills, Burlington county, New Jerfey. 


The Mayor of Baltimore has iffued a 
proclamation prohibiting the admifion 
of perfons or goods from Philadelphia, 
until they fhall have been fifteen days 
therefrom, with the exception of fuch 
perfons or goods as come by land and 
are examined by Dr. Joleph Way at 
Murray’s Tavern. 


An inftance of the danger of gun-pow- 
der inthe hands of childrea occurred laf 
week—it is a warning to parents. A 
number of boys were amufing themfelves 
in Race ftreet with making fquibs, &c. 
Unfortunately a large quiuntity of the 
powder took fire, in confequence of 
which fix or feven of them are fo injured 
that their faces will be disfigured, and 
perhaps tome of their eyes deitroyed. 

On the 17th inftant the legiflature of 
New York eleéted James Watfon, Efq. 
Senator in the United States. 

One hundred thoufand dollars have 
been raifed in Charlefton for the purpote 
of building a fhip of war. 
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126 Poetry. 


Tis this, by Liberty infpired, adorns 
The brighteft pages of hiftoric truth, 
Where Afia’s chief his waited myriads 
mourns 
Before the ardour of the Spartan youth. 
No wonder then diftils the pearly tear— 
It ftreaming flows at Nature’s high 
command—- 
The ties of kindred are forever dear, 
And dear the memory of my native 
land. 














THE DEBTOR. 
HILDREN of affluence! hear a poor 


man’s prayer, 
O hafte, and free me from the dun- 
geon’s gloom! 
Let not the hand of comfortlefs defpair, 
Sink my grey hairs with forrow to 
the tomb ! 
Unus’d Compaffion’s tribute to demand, 
With clam’rous din wake Charity’s 
dull ear, 
Wring the flow aid from Pity’s loitering 
hand, 
Weave the feign’d tale, or drop the 
ready tear. 


Far different thoughts employed my early 
hours, 
To views of blifs, to fcenes of affluence 
born, 
The hand of Pleafure ftrewed my path 
with flowers, 
And every blefling hail’d my youthful 
morn. 


But ah, how quick the change! the 
morning gleam 
That cheer’d my fancy with her magic 
ray, 
Fled like the garifh pageant of a dream, 
And forrow clos'd the evening of my 
day. 
Such is the lot of human blifs below— 
Fond Hope awhile the trembling flow- 
ret rears; 
Till, unforefeen, defcends the blight of 
woe, 
And withers in an hour the pride of 
years. 


\n evil hour, to {pecious wiles a prey, 
I trufled—(who from faults is ever 
free ?) ’ 
And the fhort progrefs of one fatal day, 
Was all the fpace ’twixt wealth and 
poverty. 
Where org I feek for comfort or for 
aid? 
To whom the ruins of my ftate com- 
mend? 
Left to myfelf, abandoned, and betrayed, 


Too late I found the wretched have 
no friend! 


E’en he, amid the reft, the favour’d youth, 
Whole vows had met the tendereft 
warm return, 
Forgot his oaths of conftancy and truth, 
And left my child in folitude to mourn, 


Pity, in vain, ftretch’d forth her feeble 
hand, 
To guard the wreathes by Heaven 
wove; 
While pale eyed Avarice, from his for- 
did fland, 
Scowl’d o’er the ruins of negle&ed love. 


Tho’ deeply hurt, yet fwayed by decent 


pride, 
She hufhed her forrows with becoming 
art ; 
And faintly flrove with fickly fmiles to 
hide 
The canker-worm that preyed upon 
the heart. 
Nor blamed his cruelty—nor wifhed to 
hate 
Whom once fhe loved—but pitied and 
forgave, 


Then, unrepining yielded to her fate, 
And funk in filent anguifh to the grave. 


Children of affluence! hear a poor man’s 
prayer, 
Oh hafte, and free me from this dun- 
geon’s gloom ! 
Let not the hand of comfortlefs defpair, 


Sink my grey hairs with forrow to 
the tomb! 


—— a 


THE MISER AND THE DERVISE. 
[ From the last Volume of Pindar’s Works.] 


T* E, Mifer Sherdi on his fick bed lying, 
Afrighted, groaning, wheezing, pray- 
ing, fighing, 
Expecting every hour to lofe his breath, 
—Enters 4 Dervife—“ Holy Father, fay, 
As life feems parting from this finful 


clay, 
What can preferve me from the jaws 
of Death ?”” 
“A facrifice, dear fon—good joints of 
meat, 
Of lamb and mutton, for the Pricft and 
Poor; 
Nay, from the Koran fhouldft thou lines 
repeat, 
Those lines may possibly thy health re- 
ftore.” 


«Thank ye, dear Father! you have faid 
enough ; 

Your counfel has already giv’nme eafe ; 

Now, as my fheep are all a great way off, 

I’ll quote our holy Xoran, if you 
pleafe.”’ 


INTELLICIACEZ. 
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128 “Intelligence. 


. DIED, se 
Mrs. Mary Van Dyke, relict of the late 
Dr. Thomas Van Dyke, of Cheftertown, 
Maryland, in the fifty-feventh year of her 
age, on the 8th initant, in that place. 

Ifabella Lake, daughter of Richard 
Lake, E{q. of this city, attorney at law, 
on the roth inflant, in the fifteenth year 
of her age, after a lingering illnets. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cockburn, of Front, 
near Spruce-itreet, on the gth and rith 
inftants. 

Mrs. Hommafiel, wife of Mr. Charles 
Hommatiel, merchant, of this city, on 
the 11th inftant. 

Mr. Thomas Fifher, fon of Miers 
Fifher, Efg. on the 12th inflant, about 
four miles from this city. 

Mr. John Caroyl, on the rath. 

Mrs. Liile, wife of Mr. James Lifle, 
merchant, of this city, on the 12th init. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Goldfborough, wife of 
Charles Goldfborough, Eig. of Dorcheiler 
county, and daughter of the Hon. Reber 
Goldiberough, in the twenty-third year 
of her age, on the 14th inftant. 

Mr. Adam Foulke, on the 18th inf. 
at his place on the Ridge Road. 

Guitavus Stille, youngeit fon of Mr. 
John Stille, on the 20th initant. 


Mr. Samuel Smith, fhip-broker, on the 
2oth iniiant. 

Mrs. Davidfon, wife of Mr. William 
Davidfon, of this city, on the 2: init. 
at Germantown. ete 

Mr. Aaron Smith, of the houfe of John 
Smiih & Co. of this city, on the 21h 
initant, 

Mr. Conrad Scherer, aged 4g, afier a 

lingering illnefs, on the 214 inftant 

Mr. john Reynolds, tobacconiit, on 
the 22d inilant, 

Mr. Claudius Chat, jeweller, on the 
22d initan:. 

Mrs. Sarah Lyman, wife of Captain 
Cornelius Lyman, commanding oflicer at 
Preiqu’ifle, on the 28th uktime, at the 
garriton of faid piace. 

Mifs Kitty Shinckle, daughter of Mr. 
Frederick Shinckle. 

Mrs. Maria Delamare, wife of Mf, 
Peter Delamare, fowmerly an eminent 
mathematician of Dublin, aud now of 
the Univeriity of Penniylvania. 

Mr. John Lewis Maritelier; at Alex- 
andria. 

Mr John Reid, on the 15th inftant, at 
Horieniie, in the 21{t year of his age. 

Mr. George Meade, at Bridze:own, 


on the 9th initant, aged fifty-two years. 


— 





Tasie or Mortatiry—From Friday, August 17, till the Friday following, at noon. 
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